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The Alberta Summer of Chess

South wins Battle
of Alberta

The smiling faces tell the story.
The team from southern Alberta
dominated their northern coun-
terparts in Red Deer, making it 2
years in a row. Will the south
complete the hat trick in 20112

5™ Edmonton International

GM Magesh Panchanathan overpowered the field
in Edmonton this summer, winning 8 out of 9
games with only one draw, easily taking 1. This
set a new record for most points in the tourna- .
ment. GM Jesse Kraai has been to every Edmonton |
International and was all alone in 2™, Richard
Wang put in the best performance by an Albertan.
The internet audience was the largest to view an
Alberta event this year. Hats off to the organizers

for putting on an excellent event. ey " P
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Calgary International Chess Classic

Lawrence Day made the observation that many of the players in
Calgary this year had played in at least one tournament at Lone
Pine. This was certainly the strongest Calgary International and
it was also the strongest tournament in Alberta this year. GM
Mikhalevski was the class of the field taking clear I*, but not
without taking some blows on the way. Calgary’s Eric Hansen
secured his 3" and final IM norm this year. He secured the norm
on his 18" birthday!
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ALBERTA CHESS
REPORT

The ACR is published every two months.
Deadline for submissions and changes is two
weeks prior to the month of publication.

We want your submissions! We are always
looking for articles on chess as they relate to
Alberta.

Submissions are acceptable in any electronic
text form, while pictures can be submitted in
the following formats: tiff, jpeg, bmp, gif.
All articles are written by the editor unless
otherwise credited.

Submit your request by email to:
tficzere@telus.net or fax to: 403.568.7178
To speak to the editor, call toll free outside of
Calgary 866.971.2437, in Calgary call
403.568.2773

Editor: Tony Ficzere, 58 Martin Crossing
Court NE, Calgary, AB, T3J 3P3

The articles contained in this publication do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Alberta Chess Association.

ACR Ad Rates

Advertising in the ACR is an effective way to
promote your business, tournament, or sell
chess related articles. This is a great way for
chess teachers to get the word out. All ACA
sanctioned tournaments receive free ad space
while non sanctioned or out of province
events are subject to ad rates.
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Canadian Chess
Challenge

By Bruce Thomas

2010 in Montreal marked the 22™ time
Alberta has sent a team to the Canadian
Chess Challenge. Team Alberta had a very
successful time in Montreal from May 22
to 24. Even the weather was better than in
Alberta - sunny skies, warm temperatures!

The Alberta Team set a new record for
points earned during the Grades 1 through
12 competition with the nine other prov-
inces. For the three previous years, Alberta
was stalled at 64 points, one behind its
record of 65 set in Montreal in 2002. The
2010 team did great by getting 71.5 points
and even though it ended in its average 4™
place, Alberta's score was much closer to
the usual leading provinces of Ontario (1%
with 91.5) and Quebec (2™ with 80.5).
British Columbia with 79 points took third
place.

B.C. got third place by beating Alberta, 7-
5, in the final round of play on Monday.
One more win by Alberta would have tied
B.C. and Alberta, but B.C. would still have
been third with more total points. So in the
end, Alberta finished 4" overall.

The individual results of 2010 Alberta
Team Members were:
Grade 1: Kaining Lin, Edmonton - 6 points
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for 4™ place;

Grade 2: Patrick Tolentino*, Calgary - 7
points, tied for 2™ -4™ place after tiebreak;
Grade 3: Ian McCullough, Sherwood Park
- 7.5 points for 2"%;

Grade 4: Jamil Kassam*, Edmonton - 7
points for 3";

Ggade 5: Diwen Shi, Calgary - 6 points for
3

Grade 6: Dennis Situ, Edmonton - 3 points
for 7%

Grade 7: Yuekai Wang*, Calgary - 6.5
points, 2" after tiebreak; Grade 8: Nicka
Kalaydina*, Calgary -7 points, tied for 2™
after tiebreak;

Grade 9: David Zhang*, Calgary - 8 points
for 2™,

Grade 10: David Miller, Grande Prairie - 4
points, tied for 7;

Grade 11: Yaroslav Babich, Calgary - 5
points for 6™;

Grade 12: Ryan Lacy, Edmonton - 4.5
points, tied for 4™ place.

* 2009 Alberta Champ previous grade

Next year the Canadian Chess Challenge
will take place in Victoria, BC. Brian Ray-
mer will be the organizer. Many will re-
member Brian and his team who hosted
both the 2009 CYCC and the 2009 Cana-
dian Junior. Both of these events were well
organized tournaments. 2011 should be
another excellent event.

Thanks to Bruce Thomas, Angelo Tolen-
tino and Rob McCullough for their part in
the tournament. Bruce was the Alberta
organizer and Angelo and Rob assisted as
coaches during the tournament.

CCC 2010 National Final - Team Points Cross-Table (All rounds complete)
B ov [oc [ Bc | AB [ MB | NB | NL [ Ns | sk | PEI | Total
ON 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9.0
ac| 0 B I T O A A A T A T A T A - X0
sc| O 0 1 10 1 1| A 11 1] 70
| o o o N N N N 117 1] 6.0
MB| O/ O o o o1 1 1 1] 17 50
NB o o of of o o1 1 1 17 40
NNl O] O o o of o o 1 17 20
Ns| of of of of of of 1 " 05| 05| 20
sk| 0| o0 0 o o of of 05 1 15
PEI| O] of of of of of of o5 o “ 05
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Battle at the Border

Photo’s courtesy of Don MacKinnon

The city of
Lloydminster is
situated on the bor-
der of Saskatche-
wan and Alberta.
Half of the city sits
in Saskatchewan,
the other half in
Alberta. The tour-
nament name makes perfect sense.
Usually, the BATB is a casual tournament.
Normally you get a sprinkling of players
from Saskatchewan and Alberta. This year
it was a bit different. With the likes of GM
Hikaru Nakamura, GM Pascal Charbon-
neau, IM Yan Teplitsky, IM Eric Hansen
and FM Jack Yoos, it was not your typical
weekend swiss.

Held over the Labour Day weekend in
early September, the BATB was a very
interesting event. I did my usual duty of
running the DGT boards and entering
games. I stayed at the site along with Jim
Daniluk, Vlad Rekhson and Eric Hansen.
It makes it easy to just roll out of bed and
walk into the tournament hall.

We got into town on the Friday evening to
set up the equipment. When I walked into
the tournament room I was surprised to see
that every player would have their own
table with tons of space. No cramping
here. Each table was clothed with white
linen, complete with comfortable chairs.
The signage was exceptional. Jamin
Gluckie went the distance to provide a
very professional tournament hall. I knew
we were in for more than I had bargained
for.

After setting up the DGT boards, we were
invited to Jamin’s house for a few drinks.
When we arrived, we found all the fea-
tured players there playing team tandem
speed chess. Charbonneau was teamed
with Teplitsky while Nakamura was joined
with Yoos. The losers would have to drink
a shot of vodka. Eventually this would
change and it was decided that the winners
would each get a shot. After all, they were
getting thirsty. The teams changed up sev-
eral times during the evening and Eric
Hansen also joined in the fun. By the end
of the evening it was just Nakamura
against Charbonneau. At first, Nakamura
was giving 5-1 odds on the clock. Pascal
kept tempo with each of Hikaru's moves,
so then the time odds were eliminated and

they played straight bullet or 1 minute
chess. Nakamura is probably the strongest
bullet player in the world. His ICC rating
is something crazy like 3500. I estimated
he was moving at the rate of 2 moves per
second. He is probably even faster with a
mouse.

After several hours of speed chess, most of
the players decided to turn in which left
Hansen vs. Gluckie. The games were ac-
companied by some of the best trash talk I
have ever heard. Of course, Eric was giv-
ing Jamin time odds as well, but Jamin
was holding his own. When a decision
couldn’t be found on the board, the play
moved outside when Jamin challenged
Eric to a wresting match. It didn’t seem to
matter that it was 1 a.m. and the
neighbourhood was fast asleep. The bell
rings. Eric got off to a good start and had
Jamin in some kind of hold, things were
looking good for the young IM. Jamin
eventually got out of the hold and tried to
get Eric in a head lock. Jamin lunged for
Eric at one point. Hansen dropped down
and Jamin went face first into the wooden
fence causing his nose to bleed on Eric’s
Armani shirt! After that, it was all Jamin!
Eric managed to get out of one of the head
locks but eventually had to tap out. Victory
for the organizer! This entire match was
caught on video by Tyler Janzen and hope-
fully the movie will find its way to either
YouTube or the tournament website.

On Saturday morning, it was time to get
down to business. Jamin organized a ques-
tion and answer session with both Naka-
mura and Charbonneau which was at-
tended by most of the players in the tour-
nament. | was unable to attend as I had
other duties but I heard that the session
was quite interesting. Nakamura was asked

about his career and where he wanted to go
with it. Nakamura’s goal is to become
number 1 in the world. Next question!
Pascal spoke about pattern recognition at
one point and explained to the audience
that if you play the same opening all the
time, your pattern recognition does not
develop very much. He recommended
playing as many openings as you can, not
only to expand your repertoire but to de-
velop your pattern recognition. Sage ad-
vice.

Back in the tournament hall, Robert Sasata
and Jill Koshinsky were preparing things

TD Jill Koshinsky

for the first round. Jill was serving as TD
for the event and Robert was helping with
collecting media among other things. Jill
made the decision to do pairings by hand
and I volunteered to input everything into
SwissSys and submit the tournament to the
CFC. Jamin made up personalized score-
books for each of the participants which
not only provided score sheets, but also
gave brief biographies with photos for
each of the players in the event! A really
nice touch! Jamin decided not to play, in-
stead concentrating on other matters to

Q&A with Pascal Charbonneau and Hikaru Nakamura




GM Hikaru Nakamur vs. Roger Blum

make everything run smoothly. By the end
of registration a total of 32 players were
signed up and ready for the BATB.

The first round was ready a few minutes
behind schedule and play began.
Obviously, in a tournament like this, the
first round pairings are a series of mis-
matches. That is the point anyway here.
Almost everyone had a shot at the titled
players. Nakamura only had one condition
and that was that the tournament not be
FIDE rated. For Hikaru, this was more of a
holiday. It was Labour Day after all!

Not a single upset was scored in the first
round. Roger Blum got the first shot
against one of the world’s best. I’'m certain
that Roger’s tournament was made here.
One close call saw Bill Bentley play a very

Bill Bentley

reasonable game against Yan Teplitsky.
Bill gave Yan a run for his money.

Jason Xiao
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In round 2, the rating gap was narrowed
and there were a few upsets. Both Roger
Blum and Len Steele fell victim to Jason
Danner and Jason Xiao respectively, both
younger and less experienced players.
Aaron Sequillion and Jim Daniluk scored
minor upsets by drawing Jack Yoos and

FM Jack Yoos

Keith MacKinnon. The rest of the round
went according to your rating.

Round 3 saw the beginning of more evenly
matched games. Teplitsky, playing black

IM Yan Teplitsky

against Nakamura, was just not up to the
task and dropped a full point. The
“Rocket” stole a half point off Hansen.
Jason Danner continued to out-perform his
rating by defeating Len Steele.

And then came round 4, which from this
point forward could be called the “Round
of Upsets.” The top board featured the two
strongest players in the tournament. Char-
bonneau had white against Nakamura. I’'m
sure almost everyone thought that the re-
sult was obvious. Everyone except Pascal
that is. Since this event wasn’t FIDE rated,

Jason Danner
this would be a great opportunity to experi-
ment with your openings. This goes a long
way in explaining in the game. By move 7,

| white held a large advantage. Nakamura

tanked for about a half an hour and played

7..We7+. It was at this point that their
DGT stopped working. I’m sure the inter-
net audience was having a heart attack,
wondering what was happening. [ man-
aged to get the board going again, but
spent the entire game baby sitting and
watching their game. Nakamura tanked
again on his next move, but by this point,
Pascal’s position looked clearly winning. It
is rare to see such a strong player on the
ropes before the 10™ move. Pascal played
accurate chess to take the full point. I
doubt Hikaru will repeat this experiment
any time soon.

Hansen continued his drawing ways, this
time against MacKinnon. Richard Wang
experienced a bit of bad luck and chess
blindness against Brad Willis. The position
looked about even but Richard blundered
his queen and the game. Unfortunate for
him. Fortunate for Brad. Ali Razzaq was
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2010 Battle at the Border
Final Standings
# Name ID Rtng Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Rd6 Tot
1 Pascal Charbonneau 108065 2520 W23 W18 W16 W2 W5 D3 55
2 Hikaru Nakamura 125626 2729 W26 W7 W3 L1 W4 W8 50
3 Yan Teplitsky 108777 2466 W22 W9 L2 W17 W10 D1 45
4 Jack Yoos 107994 2444 W21 D12 W13 W6 L2 W9 45
&  Eric Hansen 132475 2540 W14 W10 D6 D8 L1 WI7 40
6 Robert J Gardner 108323 2309 W19 W17 D5 L4 W11 D10 40
7 Alex Yam 138357 2222W20 L2 W14 L11 W13 W19 40
8  Keith Mackinnon 133701 2300 W27 D13 W12 D5 D3 L2 35
9 Bradley J Willis 101736 2130 W24 L3 W19 W16 D8 L4 35
10 Vladislav Rekhson 135072 2179 W28 L5 W22 W20 L3 D6 35
11 Ali Razzaq 148100 1975 W31 L16 W26 W7 L6 D18 35
12 Aaron Sequillion 123727 2074 W29 D4 L8 W21 L16 W20 35
0.4 13 Jim Daniluk 105606 2022 W32 D8 L4 W18 L7 W21 35
Keith MacKinnon 14 Mike Zeggelaar 144013 197215 W28 L7 W26 D20 W16 35
all over Alex Yam. Ali outplayed his 16 Jason Xiao 149802 1321 L18 D23 128 W30 W31 W25 35
higher rated opponent from start to finish 16 Richard Wang 142949 2298 W26 W11 L1 L9 W12 L1430
to bag the full point. Jim Daniluk got the 17 Sean Perron 107746 2074 W30 L6 W27 L3 W22 L5 3.0
best of Roy Yearwood when Roy fell apart | 45 pgy veamwood 102743 2162W15 L1 D21 L13 W25 D11 3.0
glotﬁz‘}f:fu’;ﬁzggfﬁzi down the 1o | 18 Tem Chaisson 101988 178016 W30 L9 W24 W27 L7 30
board and the undis utedleagdinthetour-p 20 Jason Danner 132164 1630L7 W25 W23 L10 D14 L12 25
p ,

nament, undefeated with 4/4. In round 5 he | 21 Rick Pedersen 143057 188214 W29 D18 L12 W28 L13 25
faced Eric Hansen. Eric, with white, 22  Bill Bentley 103443 189113 W24 L10 W28 L17 D23 25
_ 23 Len C Steele 100203 192511 D15 120 W31 D24 D22 25
24 Migel Reynoldson 145155 130219 122 W32 L19 D23 W26 25
25 Roger Blum 135747 197312 120 W30 W27 L18 L15 20
26 Tyler Janzen 144561 1694116 W31 L11 L14 W32 (24 290
27 Chris Achtemichuk 104930 1730L8 W32 L17 L2565 L19 W31 20
28 Jonathan E Drury 138559 1593 L10 L14 W15 122 121 W29 20
29  Donnie MclLeod unr. 12 L2 131 W32 D30 128 15
30  Fraser McLeod unr. L17  L19 L25 L1565 D29 W32 156
31 Eliezer Longaquit unr. L11 L26 W29 L23 L15 L27 1.0
32 Devan Drury unr. L13 L2V 24 129 126 L30 00

mercy against MacKinnon and this game  plans on directing more often in the future
was one of the first to finish. Board 3 was  which will be good for her and chess. We
won by Yoos over Willis. Jason Xiao man- can always use dedicated tournament di-

Eric Hansen aged another upset win, this time over rectors. Jamin did an outstanding job as
achieved a drawish position against the Roger Blum. This gave Jason the biggest ~ organizer. Jamin and his crew put in count-
GM, only to lose his way in the ending. A  upset of the tournament (652 points!) as less hours fundraising, planning and pro-
draw would have been the likely result well as gather the most upset points overall ducing a top notch tournament. The web-
without Eric’s error. Hikaru made short in the event (954 points). He will gain tons site was first rate and everything went as

work of Jack Yoos on board 2. Brad Willis of rating points from this tournament, but  planned. Jamin will be a father in short
scored a minor upset when he drew with lack of opportunity will mean that his rat-  order as his wife is expecting just about
Keith MacKinnon. Jason Danner vs. Mike ing will remain artificially low for some any day now. I would like to personally
Zeggelaar was a marathon, the last game to time. I suspect Jason is playing lots of his ~ thank Jamin for all his hard work and dedi-
finish in round 5. Jason ended up drawing  chess online. Both Roger and Len Steele ~ cation to this event and wish him well in
this game, giving him his 3rd upset of the =~ were quite rusty no doubt. Both of these the future. Good luck DAD!

tournament. guys were gentlemen throughout and
Nobody was surprised when in round 6, showed class in victory and defeat.
Charbonneau drew with Teplitsky on the  Jill proved to be an excellent choice as TD. §
top board. Since a draw was all that Pascal A mother of 3, Jill can juggle with the best
required to secure top spot, there was no of them. She worked hard throughout the
need to go for more. Nakamura showed no tournament as did her husband, Robert. Jill




5" Edmonton
International

I have been to 4 of the 5 Edmonton Inter-
national’s. This was for me, the most fun
I’ve had at a tournament in a long time.
My role was to run the DGT boards and
the website. They ran perfectly from a
technical point of view. In one of the
games, | accidentally inverted the players
by colour; the error was pointed out to me
and I corrected the error with less than 10
minutes to play in the game. Oh well.

Vlad Rekhson assembled an interesting list
of players, as usual. GM Panchanathan
was an unknown quantity. We knew he
was strong, but we didn’t know how strong
he was. Giving up just 1/2 a point on the
road to first place gave him the best per-
formance in the tournament’s history. He
played for the full point in each and every
game. A well deserved victory.

GM Kraai has played in every Edmonton
International. This time he secured a solid
second place finish with 7/9. Jesse had an
issue with his luggage. The airline he
booked lost it and Jesse had to rebuild his
wardrobe while in Edmonton. Aside from
the few t-shirts, it didn’t make much of a
difference. Jesse finished in the money.

IM Porper can’t complain too much. He
also finished in the money with GM Keke-
lidze. Had this been a GM norm event, |
think Ed would have worked even harder.
Solid Ed.

Perhaps the biggest story of the tourna-
ment was NM Richard Wang. Coming off
a good performance in Calgary, Richard
finished even better in Edmonton. 50% for
any Alberta player is a positive result.
Richard is only 11! He put in the best re-
sult by an Alberta player. His best is yet to
come.

Vlad Rekhson is the force behind this
event. Alberta is lucky to have such a tal-
ented organizer and arbiter. There were no
disputes. There were no problems.

Here are a few games from the event.

Notes by Edward Porper

o Porper, Edward (2441)

m Panchanathan, Magesh (2533)

5" Edmonton International

Bogo Indian [E11]

1.d4 &6 2.c4 €6 3.213 b4+ 4.2d2 We7
5.83 Dc6 6.2¢3 £xc3 7.82xc3 Hed 8.8cl
0-0 9.£g2 d6 10.0-0 Hxc3 11.Exc3 e5
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12.d5 b8 13.2el

13.b4 seems to be the most typical con—
tinuation, as a typical King's Indian struc—
ture allegedly calls for typical King's In—
dian plans: White concentrates his effort
on the c4—c5 breakthrough, while Black
responds on the King side.

13...a5 14.f4!?

I decided to opt for an altogether different
idea. Quite suddenly, White is threatening
to play 5, leaving his opponent's pieces
crowded on the last two ranks and gasping
for air.

14...exf4

Strange as it is, Black doesn't have much
choice. His reliable option, 14...f5, would
only contribute in debilitating his own
Bishop on c8, as there is no white pawn on
e4 to swap its Black counterpart for and
get it out of the Bishop’s way. After
15.fxe5! Wxe5 (15...dxe5 16.¢5 begins to
remind me of a public execution much
more than of a chess game!) 16. D13 W6
17.0d4, White can put an endless amount
of pressure on the unfortunate pawn by
playing Ecf3, £h3 or even g4 if necessary,
while he combines this threat with a very
nasty penetration option, £\e6, wreaking
havoc in Black's back ranks. 14...e4 fails
to 15.8e3 £5 (15... &5 16.Dc2 Dab
17.93d4 turns the pawn into a victim)
16.9d2 &d7 17.2a3 and White

forces ...b6, which allows the White
Knight to choose between the luxurious
outposts €6 and c6.

15.gxf4 £g4?!

It's not easy to refrain from such a natural
move, as Black feels obliged to strive

for ...f7—f5. If Black procrastinates by
15...9a6, White might try to immediately
go for the jugular with 16.8g3 &c5
17.%d4 g6 18.e4 He8 19.8e3 and the
looming e4—e5 becomes almost unbear—
able.

16.%d4!

Another very strong move, based on a
tactical foundation.

16..2d7

16...8xe27? 17.8¢3 or 16...Wxe2 17.He3
Wdl 18.2d3 Wd2 19.8¢g3 f5 20.h3 ¢5
21.dxc6 Dxc6 22.8xc6 bxe6 23.hxgd+
would be synonymous with immediate
resignation.

17.e4 £500

17.. Bfe8 18.2c2 (even 18.8e3 f5 19.e5
dxe5 20.fxe5 Dxe5 21.Dd3 Dc6! 22.Bxe7
Nxd4 23.Bxc7 Be2 24.8f4 might some—
what disagree with Black) 18...f5 19.9e3
turns Black's hopes to break White's cen—
tral crushing fist into a remote dream.

18.8g3 Hae8 19.2c2 Hf6

The Bishop has to wait for an invitation to
leave. 19...&h5 20.exf5 8xf5 21.8h3 fol—
lowed by £e6 and He3—15.

20.h3 &e2

20...8h5 doesn't make any difference.
21.exf5 We2 22 82 Wd1+ 23.Wxdl £xd1
24.5)d4 He4 25.8xed Bxed 26.9e6 Bf7
27.8fg2+—.

21.2f2 £h5 22.exf5 &7

During the post—mortem, Magesh was
reproaching himself for this move, yet it
wasn't easy to find a worthy alternative.
22..8\d7 23.Wc3 8xf5 24.9\d4 (or even a
straightforward 24.¥Wxa5 Wh4 25.Wc3
N6 26.)d4 Bxf4 27. Bxf4 Wixf4 28.De6)
24.. Wel+ 25.Wxel Bxel+ 26.%h2 Ef7
27.9e6 D6 28.9)d8 provides White with
a material advantage for no real compen—
sation.

23.8e3?!

Denying myself a rare chance to do a
"Petrosian" would be a hard choice but to
do myself justice, | must say that my in—
stincts lead me elsewhere instead. I re—
jected a tempting 23.213 because of
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23...2h5 24.8e2 Wxe2! 25.8xe2 Bxe2 and
the tables might have already been turned
on White. His numerous weaknesses spell
danger despite the proud Queen that has
no counterpart. I naturally leaned towards
23.%¢3 but 23...0h5 (23...b6 24.8e3 Wd7
25.9\d4 followed by D e6 would see Black
in a totally disastrous position) 24.8e3
(24.8g5 h6 25.8g4 9f6 26.8g3 Dh3)
24...Wh4 seems to provide Black with
some unpleasant counter—play. 25.)d4
Dxf4 26.5)e6? £xe6 27.fxe6 Wxf2+ 28.¢b
xf2 @xd5+-+. As I couldn't find any satis—
factory way to defend the f4 pawn, I fi—
nally opted for the text, but was feeling
absolutely awe—stricken when after the
game my opponent showed me the in—
credible 24 Exg7!! Hxg7. 25 6 and the
daring pawn destroys the Knight and the
Rook, leaving White a piece up!

23..%d7 24.2e6?

Adding insult to injury. The very
"Petrosian" I was cherishing so much,
while contemplating my plan, turns out to
be a blunder and an almost losing move! It
wasn't too late to play 24.%¥d3, keeping the
game balanced 24...c5 25.8xe8 (25.dxc6
bxc6 26.2)d4 d5 27.c5 Ded 28. 8xed dxed
29.Wc3 {29.8xe4?! Bxed 30.¥Wixed BeS}
29... &xa?2 results in unnecessary compli—
cations) 25...Exe8 26.£f3 and White
keeps the pawn but for decent compensa—
tion.

24...2xe6 25.fxe6 We7

Only now did I start to realize that I had
totally mis—evaluated this position. I
hoped that the Black Rooks would be bur—
ied behind my pawn chain, but amazingly,
White can't prevent them from taking
control over f and g files. White's miser—
able Bishop is the primary reason for the
inevitable disaster, as it is unable to influ—
ence the game in any significant way.

26.£f3 &h8 27.8g2 EbS
The first alert: Black is threatening to

burst the b—file open with ...b7-b5.
28.8e2 Hg8

The Knight need not go to e8 as the Queen
alone provides the g7 square all the pro—
tection needed, while the landing point for
the Knight is e7.

29.2e3 W16 30.%xf6 2xf6 31.f5
31.8f2 Bbf8 32.f5 g6 is no relief either.
31...g6 32.8d3 gxf5 33.22xf5 He8

The passed pawn is still to be reckoned
with. If 33...2h6, then 34.2g7.

34.8c2 b5

A forced but strong responce as the key d5
pawn eventually falls.

35.cxb5 De7 36.De3 Bf3 37.2c4 Bf4
37..9xd5?? 38.2e4+—.
38.2e3 Hg8 39.b3!?

A very difficult move right at time control.
White is engaged in a dogfight for his life.
Every threat counts.

39...2d4 40.Bxg8+ xg8 41.0c4 HxdS?

41...8xd5! 42.a4 Ed4 43.9xa5 Bd2
44.%e4 d5 45.2f3 g7 46.8g4 Eb2 might
have done it for Black. The White pieces
are scattered and not extremely efficient.

42.a4 h6 43.2xa5 Nb4?!

Probably wrong. The Knight belongs to
e7.

44.286 A8 45.0c4 e7 46.217

46.815 Bf4 47.2g4 hS 48.2xh5 xe6
would have allowed the Black King to
centralize, though 49.b6 ¢5 50.2g4+ &
d5 51.b7 Da6 52.8d7 Bf7 53.8b5 Hb8
54.8)a5 is still unclear.

46...d5

47.b6
An important resource.
47...cxb6 48.22xb6 Bd1+

48...8d3 49.a5 d4 (49...Exb3? 50.a6! a3
51.a7) 50.a6 Hxab 51.5)d5+ &f8 52.£h5

Bg3+ 53.12 Hg7 54.e7+ Bxe7 55.8)xe7
hxeT=.

49.12 d4 50.2c8+ bf6 51.£h5

Unfortunately for me, it was not enough
for a complete reversal, but I felt that a
draw would be a deserved reward for my
continuous fighting under strenuous cir—
cumstances.

51...0d3+ 52.e2 Hcl 53.¢xd3

53.e7 Bxc8 54.e8W Hxe8+ 55.&xe8
Hel+=.

53...Bxc8 54.%2xd4 Eb8 55.¢c4 shxe6
56.213 Bf8 57.2b7 2d6 58.b4 %-15.

Notes by Edward Porper

0 Van Heirzeele, D (2120)

m Wang, Richard (2190)

5" Edmonton International

Closed Catalan [D43]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.213 D f6 4.2)¢3 €6 5.g3

A seemingly inoccuous move but it can
prove to be pretty poisonous if Black de—
cides to cling to the extra pawn.

5...dxc4 6.a4 2bd7
6...c5 is an interesting alternative.
7.82g2 £e7 8.0-0 0-0 9.e4 e5 10.dxe5

GM Gupta tried 10.d5 and succeeded
against a lower rated opponent, but objec—
tively, Black's position looks very safe and
comfortable.

10...2g4 11.814 Wa5 12.¢6 fxe6 13.We2

White has also attempted 13.2d6, 13.9g5
and 13.e5 Dgxe5 14.9xe5 Dxe5 15.Wh5
Ef5 16.We8+ &f8 with some initiative for
2 pawns, but the stats, in general, favour
Black overwhelmingly.

13...2ge5 14.5xe5

14.6)d4 is another popular move in this
position and a double—edged sword at
that.

14...2xe5 15.&xe5 ¥xe5 16.2ad1?

White's very first independent move turns
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out to be a disaster. 16.¥xc4 was an abso— 5.2g2 b5 6.a4 ¢6 7.2e5 Dd5

lute must, as now White has no compen—
sation for the pawn. After 16...%¢5
17.%xc5 &xc5 18.e5 (18.8adl e5 and
White is in trouble again, as a pair of
Bishops combined with pressure on the f—
pawn is no light matter) 18...2d4 19.Hael
£d7 and the position is about equal.

16...b5 17.s2h1

White's main chance is to push e4—e5,
liberating the Bishop. That's why he is
trying to prevent a tempo—gaining check
after 2—f4. 17.f4 Wc5+ 18.2h1 b4
(18...e5?? 19.axb5 cxb5 20.8d5) 19.9b1
€520.d2 (20.8cl c3 21.bxc3 b3F)
20...exf4 (20...8a6 21.8cl Bad8 22.%xc4
Bd4 {22..b3 23.fxe5 Bd4 24.&h3} 23.b3)
21.gxf4 £a6 22.Ecl Bad8 23.9xc4 b3

24 Bf3 Bd4 25.8h3 Bf6 (25... &xc4?
26.8xc4!=) 26.211 Wbd+.

17...b4 18.22b1 2a6 19.£h3

19.b3 Wa5! 20.bxc4 ¥xa4 is utterly hope—
less.

19...2f6

The & defends and attacks at the same
time.

20.2d7
20.f4 Wa5 21.e5 Eh6-+.
20...218 21.b3

21...8c8

Taking advantage of a momentous occa—
sion.

22.Hd8 ¢3 23.%c4 £a6 0-1.

And the miserable White Knight on bl
seals White's fate in this game.

Notes by Edward Porper

0 Van Heirzeele, D (2120)

m Gardner, R (2151)

5" Edmonton International

Open Catalan [E04]

1.d4 216 2.c4 €6 3.g3 d5 4.213 dxc4

Sometimes White prefers to drive the
Knight away from d5 first.

8.2c3
8.e4 16 9.0-0 followed by &c3.
8...£b4 9.0-0 £xc3 10.e4 £xb2

Surprisingly, this move is already a nov—
elty. The only game I found in my data—
base continued 10...£b4 11.exd5 cxd5
12.axb5 0-0 13.9xc4 and White gained a
significant advantage.

11.8xb2 Qb6 12.axb5?!

A dubious move. White doesn't really
want to create THREE passed pawns for
his opponent, while providing the c8
Bishop with a convenient diagonal to op—
erate along. The straightforward 12.%h5 0
-0 (12..g6 13.Wh6 b4 14.¥ig7 Bf8 15.a5
c3 16.axb6 cxb2 {16..¥xb6 17.&cl a5
18.8h6+-} 17.8xa7) 13.£a3 wins an
exchange as 13...g6 14.Wh6 He8 15.Dxf7
Wxd4 (15...oxf7 16.Wixh7+ bf6 17.e5+
bfs 18.Wh3+ g5 19.Whd+ bfs
20.%f4#) 16.9d6 Bd8 17.2adl Wg7
18.2f5! ¥xh6 19.8xd8+ is a recipe for a
disaster. 12.2a3 is another option as
White at least keeps the opponent's King
under fire.

12...cxb5 13.d5?

13.£a3 seems now to be a must, two
pawns up AND the King in relative safety
is a big advantage.

13...0-0 14.¥h5 f6 15.Dg4 5

Wisely, Black keeps the game closed,
leaving White's better developed pieces
little space to operate on.

16.f4 £xg4 17.¥xg4 H8d7

The development advantage is gone, while
White's pair of Bishops are desperately
looking for some worthy congregation to
preach to!

18.fxe5 fxe5

18...50xe5? 19.&xe5 fxe5 20.We6+ ©h8
21.Wxe5 and White's powerful centre
might prove more than a match to a single
extra—pawn.

19.£a3 Bxf1+?

An unnecessary concession of an impor—
tant file with far—reaching consequences.
19..Bf6! 20.8xf6 Wxf6 21.8f1 Wg6 and
White is hard put to create any threats at
all. 22.%h4 (22.Wixg6 hxg6 23.8b1 a6)
22..5)6 23.82e7 ©bd7 24.8h3 3
(24...Be8? 25. 215 Wh6 26. Le6+ 2h8
27.WIxh6 gxh6 28. &xf6+ Dxf6 29. 8xf6 c3
30.8d7 c2 31.Bc6+—) 25.815 Wes.

20.2xf1 We8 21.2h3 a5 22.%h4 b4
23.2e6+ h8 24.2c1 D8 25.217 ¥Wh8

And those are the consequences. Black
has to live with White's Bishop on h6.
25..Wd8 26.8¢5 Wd6 27.2e7 Wd7
28.Wo5 (28. W16 Ncs).

26.2h6 ¥d6 27.8¢5?
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Saying "A," White fails to say "B." He has
never in this game been as close to a draw
as he is now. 27.8xg7+!?  bxg7 28.8e6!
Hxe6 29.Wf6+ bg8 30.Wf7+ Hhs
31.%f6+.

27...2bd7 28.s2g2

Now that the other Knight has arrived on
d7.28.2¢7 can be met by the simple
28..Whe.

28...¢3 29.%g4 b3 30.£e6 Dxe6 31.dxe6
D18 32.e7 Dg6??

Out of the blue, Black loses track and gets
a shade of red and purple! There are only
two open files on the board and all Black
had to do is cover TWO back—rank
squares. 32...2e6 33.8d1 (33. Wxe6 Wxe6
34. 818+ Wg8-+) 33..8)d4 34,511 Bg8
looks bad for White.

33.2d1 ¥d4 34.2xd4 exd4 35.%d7
Hxe7 36.£xe7?

So huge is the Black pawns' potential that
even with a Queen up, White has to be
careful. 36.¥b7! Ee8 37.%xb3 would have
broken the pawn—chain and gradually al—
lowed White to deal with the remaining
pawns.

36...b2 37.¥b7 2g8 38.8b3??

A waste of time. Rybka believes that
White could still save the game by playing
38.52f2 d3 39.bel Ee8 40.e5 h6 41.£d6
d2+42.¢bd1 a4 43.Wed Ec8 44.Wc2 He8
45.¥b1 (45.Wed a3 46. &xa3 Bxes)
45...a3 46.%c2 Ba8 47.Wa2 Be8 48.Wb3
Ba8 49.Wa2 He8=.

38...d3 39.2¢5 a4 40.%a2 2b8 0-1.

Notes by Jesse Kraai

o Kraai, Jesse (2502)

m Wang, Richard (2190)

5" Edmonton International
Symmetrical English [A35]

1.13 ¢5 2.¢4 Hc6 3.2¢3 Dd4 4.e3
Axf3+ 5.%xf3 g6 6.d4 £g7 7.2d3!N cxd4

»li B mmn

1:28: This is the wrong practical decision!
7...d6 8.0-0 &6 9.h3 0-0 10.2d1 ¥b6
11.b3 and White is just a little bit better.

8.exd4 &xd4
1:26

9.0-0

1:33
9..2g77!

1:19: 09...d6! 10.Eel a) 10.h3 Hf6
(10..297 11.5/-) 11.2h6; b) 10.8¢2 is
also interesting; 10...0{6! 11.2h6 &Hg4.

10.Bel 6 11.8g5 0-0 12.22d5
1:31

12..2xd5

1:12

13.cxdS 16 14.d6!

1:31

14...e6 15.214

1:20: An instructive position, Rybka

thinks Black is a little better whereas I
think White has a clear advantage!

15...15

57: 1 felt this move was incorrect on prin—
ciple: Black should not move any of his K
—side pawns as this will only create weak—
nesses. 15...%a5 16.2acl! (16.We2 b6
17.8acl £b7 18.8c7 {18. 205 Wixa2

| 19.8edl) 18..2d5 {18... 2c6 19.Exc6

dxc6 20.Wxe6+ Rh8 21.d7-) 19.a3
{19.8xd7 Wa4!} 19..Wad 20.£¢3 ab.
During the game, I felt Black should be
aiming for something like this) 16...¥xa2
17.%e2 (17.8c7 Wixb2 18.h4 a5 19.h5 f5
20.Wg3 a4 21.hxg6—) 17..£5 18.8e5 Wd5
19.f4 transposes to the line given below;
15.. b6 16.2e2.

16.2acl 1:10 16...%a5 17.%e2 b6

17..Wxa2 18.8e5 Wd5 19.f4 £xe5 20.1xe5
I thought this position would be very good
for me, at first Rybka does not agree
20...a5 (20...b6 21.8c7 Bd8 22. 8.c4
Wdd+ 23,92 Wxf2+ 24.%xf2 a5 25.8b5
b8 26.2ecl he8 27.2.c6 dxc6 28.Be7+
b8 29.8xc6 £d7 30.8c7 Le8 31.8xh7
hg8 32.e3/+—) 21.8c7 a4 22.8£b5 2d8
23.8d1 Wed 24.Wxed fxed 25.8dcl f7
26.012 b6 27.%0e3 e 28.%xe4 looks
very forcing.

18.Hc7 Eb8?! 19.8c4 ¥b4

31: 19...2xb2 20.£d2 ¥a3 21.2h6 Hd8
22.8xa7!; 19..8b7 20.2xe6++—.

20.8e5

54

20...8xe5 21.WxeS He8

23

22.8b5

45

22...Ed8 23.8ecl

45

23...%a5

9 24.b4! ¥xb4 25.2c4! He8 26.226!

1-0.




Notes by Michael Kekelidze
o0 Kekelidze, Michael (2487)
m Haessel, Dale (2243)

5" Edmonton International
Griinfeld [D80]

1.d4 D16 2.c4 g6 3.2c3 d5 4.885
The Georgian variation.
4..Ded 5.814!?

The main move is 5.£h4 but because I had
no computer to prepare for the games in
Edmonton, I wanted to play a seldom
played but simple line to play for a slight
advantage or even the initiative.

5...2x¢3 6.bxc3 £g7

On 6...dxc4, White can play 7.Wa4+ and
here the advantage is that after White
takes on c4, the ¢7 pawn will be hanging
and Black will have to spend a tempo to
defend it.

7.e3 0-0 8.3 ¢5 9.cxd5 ¥xd5 10.£e2
cxd4 11.cxd4 Hc6

11...%a5+!? is interesting but after 12.Wd2
Wxd2+ 13.¢2xd2 , White places his Rooks
on the b and c files with a better position. I
have won lots of games with these types
of positions.

12.0-0 %as!?

A rare move. More common is 12...&f5
13.%a4 Wa5 14.Wb3 Wb4. Theory consid—
ers this position equal, but after fcl,
White is a little better. The idea of ...¥a5
is to play ...e5, releasing the tension.

13.2d2! 2d8

13...e5 14.c4 Wd5 15.9xe5 wins a
pawn.

14.9c4 ¥d5 15.8¢7!? Ee8

The idea here is that if 15...2d7 16.2g3
and Black's Rook on d7 is bad.

16.2c1 &£15?!

This is a mistake. 16...&f5 is probably =.
I could not find any advantage after this.
Black's idea here is to trade of the light

square Bishop, but this leaves him with a

A
L ]
-
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bad Bishop on g7, also allowing White to

play d5 and ¥b3 with the initiative.
17.213 2e4 18.2xe4 W¥xed 19.¥b3!

White is winning now.
19...d8 20.2\d2 We6 21.%b5

I could have won a pawn with 21.£xd8
Hexd8 22.8c7 but the move I played was
stronger.

21...5218 22.d5 a6?

Black wants to play ...¥d7 so he tries to
get the White Queen to move off the di—
agonal. Dale missed my next move.
23.Wxe8+ 1-0.

Notes by Magesh Panchanathan

0 Kekelidze, Mikheil (2487)

m Panchanathan, Magesh (2533)
5" Edmonton International
Open Catalan [E04]

1.d4 &6 2.c4 €6 3.g3 d5 4.D13 dxc4
5.82g2 a6 6.2e5 ¢5 7.2a3 cxd4 8.Daxc4
£¢59.0-0 0-0

T L —
i
= . T ]
l . o A

This is a well known opening position.
Anand played £d2 here in his second
game against Topalov in their world
championship match and won the game.
He tried it again in Game 6 with £g5 in
this position and that ended in a draw.

10.e3!?N a5

I found this move interesting over the
board. I did not find any good ways for
Black to improve. One of White's main
threat after e3 is to trade of the dark
squared Bishop and plant his Knight on
b6. The text move also allows the b8
Knight to be developed to a6. However,
further analysis is required to conclude on
this move.

11.exd4 £xd4 12.2f4

12.2€3 &xe5 (12...8xe3 13.Wxd8 Exd8
(13...8x12+? 14.8xf2 Bxd8 15.20b6 Ha7
(15..8a6 16.Dxc8 Bxc8 17.8xb7+-)
16.8c1 &c6 17.8xc6+—) 14.fxe3
(14.9xe3 &d5 15.8fdl Dc6=) 14...Dbd7
15.8adl Bf8 16.Dxd7 Dxd7 17.8cl Bab
18.8fd1 and White maintains a very
strong position. Black's weak Bishop on
c8 gives all the compensation White needs
for his pawn) 13.8xe5 Wxd1 14.Efxd1
ANd5 15.8¢5 Bd8 16.9c4 Hc6 17.8acl
With a very pleasant position for White.

12...2a6 13.xa5

This move leads to a bunch of trades
leading to an equal endgame. At this point
we both were looking to split the point
peacefully given that it was an evening
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game and we were quite tired. The "No
draw before 30 moves" rule was imple—
mented in the tournament and fortunately
for me, [ had no choice but to play on.

13...2xb2 14.%xd8

14.9xb7 £xb7 15.2xb7 &£xal 16.Wxal
(16. &xa8 Yixdl 17.8xd] £xe5 18.8xe5
Bxa8) 16...0b4 17.£xa8 Wxa8 with a very
pleasant position for Black.

14...82xd8 15.2ab1
15.8ad1 Exdl 16.8xd1 Hd5=.
15...8xe5 16.8xe5 Dd5 17.Dxb7

17.9c4 Hab4 18.Efd1 &c6 19.9b6 Hxb6
20.2xd8+ &xd8 21.2xb6 f6 and Black is
more than fine.

17..£xb7 18.Exb7 Hc5 19.EbS Hd3
20.8£d4 D3b4

20...8xa2?? I almost played this move
over the board. Somehow I was blinded
from the obvious fact that my Knight on
d3 is actually trapped. 21.£xd5 exd5

22 8b3+—, winning the Knight.

21.Ed1 Dxa2 22.2xd5

We both knew where this game was head—
ing. My extra pawn does not really mean
anything when I have a Knight so badly
misplaced on a2. But again we had 8 more
moves to play before we can agree to a
draw and I figured I had a tiny tiny chance
to push for a win.

22...8xd5 23.8xd5 exds 24.£b6 Hc3
25.2d3 Ec8 26.2a5 d4 27.2b6 Hb5
28.52g2 Hc3 29.8d2?!

The Black Knight has to get to c4 any—
ways, this move only makes that a bigger
threat. After this move, Black probably
gets to keep his extra pawn, but White still
has good chances to hold. 29.8d1 d3

5" Edmonton International

30.52f3 £d6 31.%ke3 16 32.¢hd4 2b3
(32...8c2 33.%2xd3) 33.2c5 and White
finally wins the pawn back.

29...d3 30.8b2?

30.%0f3 Ha3 31.£d4 Bb3 32.ed Hc2
33.2a7 2a3 34.2b8 (34.2b6).

30..22d6 31.2d4 Ec8 32.2d2

32...2d8!

And things have gotten much worse for
White in the last few moves. Once I get
my Knight to c4, my extra pawn is just too
good.

33.2b6?
Allowing my Knight to get to c4 directly.

The correct approach for White is to wait
with his Bishop on d4 until I move the

Avg: 2329 Cat: IV

Knight out of d6.
33...4c4 34.82xd8 Dxd2

A clearly winning Knight vs Bishop end—
game for Black.

35.4 15 36.22 Hc4 37.h3 &f7 38.g4 &
€6 39.<2f3 g6 40.£h4 dS 41.£f6 S
42.gxf5 gxf5 43.5212 b4 44.%el &b3
45.2d1 Dd6 46.52d2 Ded+ 47.s2xd3
Hxf6

Intuitively one can say that this position is
easily winning for Black. Indeed there are
several ways to win for Black, but [ nev—
ertheless decided to analyze some of the
varitaions in the endgame as I found them
instructive.

48.52d4 Hg8

48...0h5 49.cke5 Hg3 with the idea to
play h5 and then bring the King closer is
probably the simplest way to win here.
48...50d7 49.¢d5 $c3 50.5ke6 d4

(50... 20 f8+7?? Pretty much the only possi—
ble way to concede a draw in this position
is 51.%xf5 d4 52.5f6 ded {52...%0d5
53.¢0g7} 53.15! bf4 54.0g7 Dxf5
55.bxf8 h5 56.%e7! the only saving move
{56.2f7?? h4! wins instantly[56...Bf4??
57.be6 g3 58.%0f5 bxh3 59.%f4 g2
60.2g5] } ) 51.sbxd7 Red-+.

49.%2e5 shed 50.h4 Dh6 51.¢2f6 wd5
52.¢kg5 Ng8 53.xf5 d6 54.cbg5 heb
55.h5 &7 56.2f5 h6 0-1.

July 28-August 2, 2010

# MNAME FIDE FED Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Rd6 Rd7 RdB

(Il G Magesh Panchanathan 2533 IND | W |WHO0 | W3 | Wa | W7 | W2 | D4 | We | W5 | 85
Pl G Jesse Kraai 2502 | USA | D3 | W9 | W7 | We | D4 [ L1 | W5 [ Wa | X10 ] 7.0
K G Mikheil Kekelidze 2487 | GEO | D2 | D4 | L1 | D& | Wa (W0 | WB [ W3 | WT | BA
L M Edward Forper 2441 CAM (D10 | D3 | WS | Wy (D2 | DB | D1 [ W5 | W8 | B.A
3 Richard Wang 2190 | CAM | W& | D8 (W10 | D3 | D9 [ W7 | L2 L4 | L1 4.5
M Fobert J Gardner 2151 CAM | L5 [ DY | DB | L2 |W10| D4 | L3 L1 | W3 | 3.5
[~ Michael Langer 2280 | USA | W9 | D6 | L2 | L4 L1 L& | Ds | X10 | L3 30
S IV Wladimir Pechenkin 2345 | CAM | L1 | D& | DB (DD L3 ([ D9 | D7 | L2 | L4 25
I F Dale Haessel 2243 | CAN | L7 | L2 | L4 | L1 D5 | DG | X10 [ L3 | LG 2.0
('l Daniel Van-Heirzeele 2120 BEL | D4 | L1 L& | D8 | L6 | L3 | F9 | F7 | F2 1.0




Albertans at the CYCC

By Bruce Thomas

Playing in the Canadian Youth Chess
Championships in Windsor, Ontario, this
past week were nine Alberta players most
of them being Alberta scholastic champi-
ons for their grade level.

Nicka Kalaydina of Calgary was the only
Albertan on Friday to win a championship
title to represent Canada at the World
Youth Chess Championship in Halkidiki,
Greece, October 19 to 31.

Competing against 10 others in the Girls
age 14 and under division, Kalaydina got
clear first, scoring 5.5 in seven games.

Eric Hansen of Calgary was the highest
rated player in the entire event, but did not
win his under 18 category which had 10
competitors. Hansen scored 5.5, but fell a
half point behind the leader and was
awarded second on tiebreak.

Edmontonian Richard Wang was the high-
est-rated in the biggest division of boys
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age 12 and under. Four of the 40 players
ended up scoring 5.5, but on tiebreak for-
mula, Wang fell to second place. David
McCullough of Sherwood Park was also in
the under 12 section and scored 4 for 14th
spot.

Jamil Kassam of Edmonton got a clear
fourth place with 5 points in the 20-player
under 10 section while in the same group,
Ian McCul lough of Sherwood Park regis-
tered 4 points and placed 10th.

Calgarian Patrick Tolentino ended up in
sixth place with a score of 4 in the under 8
boys division which had 15 players.

Yuekai Wang of Calgary was among 24
players in the under 14 section and was
awarded ninth place after registering 4
points in his seven games.

In the under 16 competition with 14 play-
ers, David Zhang of Calgary also got 4
points and placed sixth.

Final crosstable results for the Canadian
Youth Championships are at :

http://monroi.com/2010-cycc-results.html

North American Youth
Chess Championship

Canada hosted the 2010 NAYCC this past
August in Montreal. This was the first time
the event had been held in Canada. Larry
Bevand and Chess’n Math were the organ-
izers. There were players from 4 different
nations competing; Canada, USA, Mexico,
Haiti. The tournament sections are the
same as the WY CC with sections for every
2 years from 8 to 18, both girls and boys.
Winners from each section qualify to the
2011 Pan American Youth Festival with
free accommodations and food.

The Calgary Chess Club had two players
on the roster. Diwen Shi scored 4/7 in the
U12 section and Nicka Kalaydina finished
with 5/7, good enough for 2™ place in the
U14 Girls section.

A total of 216 players registered across all
sections. 3 Canadian players won their
sections. They were:

U 12 Open: Hong Rui Zhu
U 14 Open: Ziyi Qin
U 16 Open: Arthur Calugar

16™ Medicine Hat Open
September 18-19

Next Step Residential Services Building,

402 Maple St. SE.

5 Round Swiss, CFC Rated
Organizer: Medicine Hat Chess Club
Info: Bill Taylor (403) 526-5484 Home
(403) 529-0010 Work,

email taylormw@shaw.ca or tficzere@telus.net

TD: Tony Ficzere & Bill Taylor

atirlintogn)
ile

Sponsored by the

Time Control: Game in 90 + 30 second increment

Round Times: Saturday 10 am, 2 pm, 7 pm, Sunday 9 am, ASAP
Entry Fee: $40 Adult, $35 Junior (Under 18),

$15 Cadet (14 & Under, no prize option).

Cash only at site

Byes: 1/2 point byes available in first 3 rounds if notified prior to start of round 1
Prize Fund: Based on entries less ACA dues, plus merchandise!!
Prize sections to be determined by rating distribution

1% & 2" place plaques & permanent trophy nameplate
Registration: On site Saturday 9-9:45 am
Advanced entries email tficzere@telus.net

Free snacks!
Drinks & Dessert on Saturday night
Lunch for a buck on Sunday!!

View the world’s largest chess set between rounds!

http://www.albertachess.org/2010MHO.html

Road Warrior

Alberta Chess Association

Accommodations

Billets

There are a limited number of bil-
lets available. Contact Bill Taylor
to arrange your billet.

Hotels

Best Western Inn $109.99 + tax
722 Redcliff Drive SW
1-888-527-6633

Callaghan Inn $104.99 + tax
Trans Canada Hwy & 7th St. SW
1-800-661-4440

Comfort Inn $103.49 + tax
2317 Trans Canada Way SE
1-403-504-1700

Super 8 Motel $85 + tax
1280 Trans Canada Way SE
1-800-800-8000

Ranchmen Motel $55 + tax
535 16th St. SW
1-403-527-2263

Medicine Hat
]
Cc
Chess Club
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Battle of Alberta

The Annual Battle of Alberta was held in
Red Deer on August 21st. Micah Hughey
served as team captain for the North, while
Jim Daniluk did the same for the South.
This year we were able to broadcast the
top 3 boards on the internet so that the rest
of the world could watch the mayham.

The weeks leading up to the battle were
interesting for the team captains. At first, it
looked like the South would field a mon-
ster team with almost all southern masters
interested in playing. On paper, it looked
like a massacare as all the H’s were signed
up: Hansen, Huber, Haessel. The North
was having some issues as several of their
top players were going to be out of the
province, making it challenging to field a
competitive team. The final roster for each
team was decided on the Wednesday be-
fore the bloodbath. After doing the math, it
was the North who had the highest average
rating (2201) vs. the South (2188). To
make matters worse for the South, Knut
Neven had to cancel on the night before
the event. Hafiz Karmali stepped in to take
his spot on board 4. His opponent was Bel-
sar Valencia, a recent addition to the north-
ern team. The rating difference between
the two was 251 points, making it the larg-
est rating gap between opponents. Other-
wise, the boards were evenly matched.
Haessel was outrated by 122 by Pechenkin,
but the rest of the boards were within 50
points.

After the first round, the South was ahead
by a score of 6.5/5.5. Haessel and Pechen-
kin was a quick draw which helped the
South quite a bit. Karmali also managed a
draw against his much higher rated oppo-
nent and it was these two games which
secured the lead. Hansen defeated his rival,
Porper, with the black pieces. Eric has a
very good record against the other Alberta
IM. Kazmaier was winning against Gard-
ner, but the Rocket grabbed the full point.
The last game of the round to finish was
between Hughey and Yam, very tactical.
Yam looked to be winning to me, but lost
his way and the game. Booker held Kalis-
vaart to a draw and Grumic defeated
Zhang. Yearwood chalked up the full point
against FA Rekhson and Gold vs. Willis
was a draw. Sean Perron came out of his
semi-retirement from chess to play against
Aaron Sequillion who is also semi-retired.
Sean grabbed the full point in their game
in the first round. Zeggelaar lost against

2010 BATTLE OF ALBERTA
Team Rosters

SOUTH Rnd1 | Rnd 2 Rnd1 | Rnd 2 NORTH
IM Eric Hansen 2540 05 1 0.0 2530 |IM Edward Porper
FM Dale Haessel 2278 05 2 05 2410 |FM Viadimir Pechenkin
MM Dan Kazmaier 2260 1.0 3 1.0 2308 |NM Robert Gardner
Hafiz Karmali 2006 05 4 1.0 2257 |Belsar Valencia
MM Alex Yam 2238 10 5 1.0 2226 |NM Micah Hughey
Brad Booker 2188 05 6 05 2213 |NM Peter Kalisvaart
David Zhang 2157 1.0 Fi 1.0 2159 |Sasa Grumic
Roy Yearwood 2128 1.0 8 0.5 2135 |Vladislav Rekhson
ltohan Gold 2087 05 9 05 2130 |Bradley Willis
Sean Perron 2074 1.0 10 0.5 2058 |Aaron Sequillion
Eric Tam 2038 04 11 0.0 1994 |Mike Zeggelaar
Jim Daniluk 2022 05 12 0.0 1886 |Rick Pedersen

Tt 6.5 75 55 45 Ttl
Total South 14.0 10.0 Total North
ALTERNATES
Tony Ficzere 1849 1 1975 (Al Razzaq
2

Average Rating 2188 22M

Lethbridge
Chess Club

Contact Kent Karapita
Email
kentkarapita@hotmail.com

Erik Tam and Captain Daniluk drew with
ACA president, Rick Pedersen.

Lunch!

Back to the bloodbath for round 2. Several
players were late for the start of the round.
Captain Hughey quickly called all of his
absent players to get them to the board.
The clocks were running. The first game to
finish was Pechenkin vs. Haessel, a draw
and a minor victory for the South. Karmali
fell against Valencia and this would be the
only match that the North would win on
the day. Hansen vs. Porper was also a draw
while Kazmaier got his revenge against
Gardner winning his game. Yam also got
revenge against Captain Hughey. Things
were looking bleak for the North. Booker
and Kalisvaart drew again, but Zhang
stuck it to GM Grumic taking the full
point. Daniluk defeated Pederson to win
his match, while the rest of the games all
ended in draws. The South won the round
with 7.5/4.5, taking the trophy with a final
2 round score of 14/10. This marks the 2nd
year in a row that the South has won the
Battle! Captain Daniluk promises to be
back next year to try for the hat trick. Cap-
tain Hughey will do everything in his
power to ensure that this won’t happen.
The internet audience was more than re-
spectable with over 400 viewers through- i
out the day. Half of them were from Al- always looking for volunteers.
berta with the rest of them watching from _'—
across the country. We even had viewers | oo
from the USA and Europe. Congratula- ' 1 I “ '

University of Lethbridge
Chess Club

Contact Thomas Fox
Email
fox@uleth.ca
Website
people.uleth.ca/~chess.club

Alberta Chess Association
AGM Notice

The 2010 AGM will take place on Sunday,
October 10", between rounds 3 and 4 of
the Alberta Open. The meeting will start at
2:30 pm in the skittles room of the Calgary
Chess Club.

All ACA members are encouraged to at-
tend. The meeting agenda will be available
soon and will be posted on the ACA web-
site.

If you are a member of the ACA, consider
running for a position on the board. We are

tions to the South on their victory.




Calgary International
Chess Classic

From May 20" to 24™, the Calgary Chess
Club played host to a talented group of
players from across Canada and beyond.
Five nations were represented: Canada,
Israel, USA, Spain and the Philippines.
Last year we had six nations represented,
but that was when Nicholas Maloney was
living in Calgary who flies under the Brit-
ish flag. Nicholas has since moved to Ger-
many where he is very active as a player,
hunting down his IM title.

Small tournaments are easier to manage.
Less players mean you have more time to
concentrate on other areas. How this extra
time is spent depends on your vision, plan
and team. Team players and planning is
crucial. Hopefully you spend your time
wisely and once everything starts, all you
have to worry about is the chess.

The purpose of the Calgary International is
to provide opportunities for players who
would have to travel great distances other-
wise. Locally, the Calgary players get a
great opportunity. You pretty much have to
travel to Edmonton to get similar value!
Otherwise, you have to go to Phoenix, Las
Vegas, Philadelphia and all points beyond.
Likewise, if you live outside of Alberta,
these same opportunities are available if
you decide to play here. So why didn’t we
get a full house? Well, to be honest, a full
house would have been preferable, but on
the way I realized that norm opportunities
increased with a small playing field. So,
instead of strictly concentrating on getting
a full house, I decided to work on other
important details, like press and fundrais-
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ing. In the end, I think it worked out well.
We got a reasonable amount of press and
the fact that local boy makes good just
made things that much better. What more
could you ask for?

Our goal as organizers was to provide the
best conditions possible, within our limited
budget, as well as give players the oppor-
tunity to earn an IM, or maybe even a GM
norm. To that end, the tournament was a
success. Could it have been better? Of
course. We will try to improve every year.

The Calgary Chess Club provided a com-
fortable and controllable playing room. A
good site for the size of event that took
place. Players were provided with free
beverages and a few other amenities like
airport transportation and leisure activities.
Maybe it wasn’t on the same scale as
Linares, but it was certainly a move in the
right direction.

In February of this year, Angelo Tolentino
told me he was friends with Eugenio
Torre. I felt like George Steinbrenner in a
Seinfeld episode. My first words were
“Hire this man!” Torre was our first entry.
This turned out to be a great marketing
move. In the Philippines, Torre is a na-
tional hero on the same scale as Gretzky is
here. Calgary has a rich Philippine pres-
ence. The press loved it and started run-
ning features in March in their print media
and on their internet sites. They were call-
ing me.

For a while just prior to the start, we were
worried that Eugene wouldn’t make it. The
Canadian Embassy in Manila gave him a
hard time when he should have been on the
short list. The Torre’s made their flight to
Canada with five minutes to spare. I al-
ways figured Eugene to be a great speed
player! Torre re-
quested doing a simul
for the club. I might
have preferred a lec-
ture, but couldn’t say
no to his generous
offer. A total of 17
Calgary players chal-
lenged the GM. One
lucky guy walked
away with a victory,
three not quite so
lucky players (mostly
women) split the
point. The rest were
all unlucky, eventu-
ally falling victim to

Eugene’s efficient play.
GM Victor Mikhalevski was a pleasure to

be around. The smile is permanent upon
his face. Even when we were less than
perfect, Victor never let on. Without a
doubt, Victor was the most professional
guy there. He always seems to be in con-
trol. If it weren’t for others being in control
at the same time, Victor would have got all
the points. Victor lost in round 3 to Castel-
lanos, then fired off 5 shots, hitting all his
targets. He settled for a draw in the last
round with Eric Hansen, thus securing

Eric’s third and final IM norm. Eric won
the Top Albertan prize with his 5/9 score.
It was also Eric’s 18" birthday. A great
way to end the tournament for the talented
junior. The surprise party at the Hansen
household was just too much fun! I’'m cer-
tain Victor enjoyed it as much as everyone
else. Victor could have lost the final round
and still taken 1% all alone. Victor’s final
score of 7/9 gave him the 1% prize of
$1,000.

A full point back were Eugene Torre,
Renier Castellanos and Edward Porper at
6/9. These three shared 2™ through 4",
good enough for $500 each. Torre drew in
the spectators and media throughout the
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tournament. Eugene travelled here with his Dale Haessel and Rob Gardner with 4.5/9,
wife, Maria Lina. I spent much time speak- earning them $75 each. Both Dale and Rob

ing with her about her life with Eugene

and her relationship with Fischer and Cam-

pomanes. She is a fascinating woman. |
didn’t get much time to speak one on one
to Eugene, as my duties precluded social
graces at times. If we decide to go again
next year, GM Torre will be invited.

IM Renier Castellanos started out of the
gate like a race horse. After round 4, he

must be happy with their result considering
the strength of the competition. Dale also
scooped up the $50 biggest upset prize for
his win against US IM, Marc Esserman.

GMs De Firmian and Fedorowicz proved

was the only one with a perfect score. In
rounds 5 and 6, he lost back to back games
against De Firmian and Torre, slipping to
2" but still in contention. The GM norm
was within reach, all he had to do was add
2.5 to his score in the final 3 rounds.

Canadian IM Edward Porper played solid
from start to finish. He was the only player
to go undefeated, drawing all the GMs and
winning when it counted to finish in the
prize money. His fine performance was
shy of a GM norm, but at least the prize
money provided some consolation. Por-
per’s play often goes unnoticed. His tie for
first in the 2009 Canadian Open should
bring back some memories.

Canadian IM Leon Piasetski finished well
at 5.5/9 which earned him Top Under
2400. Leon had only been back in Canada
for a couple of days, just returning from
Europe where he played in several strong
events. 2™ Under 2400 was split between

to be good choices for this event. Nick was
a perfect gentleman from start to finish.
Anyone who buys beer for the TD is OK in
my books. John entertained for the entire
time he was here. I would not hesitate to
invite them back! Both these guys pro-
vided the best post mortem’s I’ve ever

seen.

IM Marc Esserman was not at his best.
Your health can do that to you sometimes.
Visibly struggling from the start, we both
agreed it was in his best interests to stop
playing. He showed class by playing as
long as he did. Marc also capped off the

week long list of festivities. A 9 player
simul on the following Tuesday evening
laid to rest any doubt’s about his strength.
Even Dale Haessel fell prey. Jim Daniluk
was the sole survivor, getting a draw. I was
the only one playing with the White
pieces. It didn’t matter.

IM Raja Panjwani made it in spite of some
valid reasons not to. A last minute personal
matter made his appearance difficult. Raja
showed up and played every round. He
played some beautiful chess and finished

e \‘ with 4/9. I asked Lawrence Day to play

when I saw him in Victoria at the Grand
Pacific Open. I asked him at some point
before the end of that tournament. Law-
rence went on to take clear first in Victo-
ria. Calgary would not be as kind to Law-
rence, at least on the crosstable. Of course,
Lawrence was much more kind to Calgary
than Calgary was to him. I must say, I
really enjoyed his game against Richard
Wang!

Speaking of Richard Wang, he had a great

tournament. Richard finished 4/9. Torre
was quite impressed with Richard. They
enjoyed a lengthy post mortem and Eugene
spent time analyzing with Richard on sev-
eral occasions. As a result of this year’s
tournament, Richard will be getting extra
instruction from GM Mikhalevski. No
doubt that great chess things are in store
for Richard.




Keith MacKinnon and Kevin Me both

made the trek
from Sas-
katchewan.
Keith missed
his finest mo-
ment in the
last round
when he nar-
rowly lost a
draw with
Porper. Kevin
wasn’t up to
playing in the
last round, but
did (déja vu),
getting a nice
draw against
=| Fedorowicz.

- Last year, I
forced Kevin to play the last round. He
probably didn’t like it at the time, but was
probably glad when I made him play this
time around. Knut Neven had a tough go
of it. When more than half the players have
GM or IM titles, it’s tough to finish on top.
At the end of the day, the experience was
well worth the price of admission.

Everyone who was supposed to be there
showed up. At all times, I had a reserve
player in hand. Alex Yam filled in as Al-
ternate, playing in all rounds with an odd
number of players. Alex is a young and
talented player who showed poise in all his
games. I’m sure you’ll be hearing more
about him in the future.

Just before the starter’s pistol, a very brief
players’ meeting and Opening Ceremonies
was staged. The Appeals Committee was
elected: John Fedorowicz, Lawrence Day
and Jim Daniluk. Thankfully, they didn’t
have to earn their non existent wages as
Arbiters! Players were briefed on the rules
and we ate very light snacks. Time for the
main event!

Using DGT boards has always given me
grief. Part of the problem is wearing too
many hats. After almost two years playing
with them, I think I’ve got it. I never
claimed to be that quick to begin with.
Maybe the planets were in-line. I don’t
know, they just worked for the most part.
We had tried to broadcast four boards each
round, in the end we managed three from
round four on. It’s good when stuff works.

We held several side events throughout the
week. The Torre Simul officially opened
the week long list of events. As reported in
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the last issue of CCN, Torre took on 17
players giving up a single loss, 3 draws
and winning 13. Excellent press coverage
resulted in a number of spectators for the
main event. We charged admission to any-
one who wasn’t playing. For $2 you could
watch, have a coffee and if you were
lucky, you might get a chance to talk with
one of the featured players. Most of the
spectators were there to see Torre. They
didn’t go away disappointed. All specta-
tors were read the riot act before entering
the playing area so that they knew how to
act. No major problems reported, with one
minor interruption to Raja’s board in round
3.

Along side of round 1, we also held the
Calgary International Speed Chess Cham-
pionship. A dozen players battled it out for
cash prizes and a chance to make local
history. Sean Perron, fresh off his win over
Torre in the simul just two nights previous,
captured clear first in this 6 double round
swiss with 10/12. Hemant Persaud took 2"
with 8/12, followed by Roy Yearwood and
Samer Louise with 7.5/12. Thanks again to
Bob Macfie for running the speed tourna-
ment.

The Calgary International Reserves was a
six round swiss, FIDE and CFC rated. A
total of 20 players registered and played
across from the International section. Had
the registrations been as advertised (32
players), it would have been too crowded
and uncomfortable. As it was, the room
was ideal to host both events. The top 3
prizes were split between Juraj Pivovarov,
Paul Usselman and Ali Razzaq with 4.5/6,
good enough for $150 each. Rick Pedersen
claimed the Top U1900 prize finishing
with 4/6, taking home $100. Adie Todd
scored 3/6, taking 2™ in the U1900 section,
earning a prize of $70. Adam Harris, Eoin
Dunne, Phil Holmstrom and Mike Scholz
split the 3" U1900 prize to round out the
field. Door prizes were offered for every
round, ranging from gift certificates to East
Side Mario’s and Cineplex, to book prizes,
or an ornamental clock donated by Ellerts
Trophies. Thanks again to Bob for playing
the odd man in the Reserves.

The closing event was a simul and lecture
by IM Marc Esserman. The simul wrapped
up quickly, Marc scored 8.5/9. Marc then
gave a lecture on dynamics in chess and
showed the crowd a couple of interesting
games demonstrating just what dynamic
chess is. It must have been good as by the
end of the week, I was so tired that I could

barely keep my eyes open. The examples
Marc put forth were better than caffeine as
I was engaged for the entire lecture.

Jim Daniluk proved to be a great asset. Jim
is my sounding board. His experience and
advice made things much easier to man-
age. From beginning to end, Jim was there
to get things done. Transportation was
taken care of, as well as entertainment for
the troops. Mikhalevski got to see Banff
thanks to Jim. Lawrence Day was his
guest. Jim made things run smoothly.
Every tournament can use a couple Jims.

Onsite, my other Jim was Bob Macfie,
who made the difference between good
and great. With hat and goggles, Bob was
omnipresent. Bob did everything from
game entry to greeter for the entire week,
not to mention fill in as player in the Re-
serve section, as well as help organize and
run most of the side events. Here’s to Jim
and Bob!

I would also like to thank a few others,
such as Eric Hansen, Roy Yearwood, John
Fedorowicz, Dale Haessel, Deweese Wood
and Abdel Ali, who all contributed in their
own way to make everything work out.
Thanks to all of you.

Finally, I would like to thank the sponsors
who made everything possible this year.
Our sponsors were:

Calgary Chess Club

Alberta Sports, Recreation, Parks and
Wildlife Foundation

Alberta Chess Association
Link Industrial West
We hope to be back next year.

Notes by GM Eugenio Torre

o Torre, Eugenio (2506)

m Haessel, Dale (2207)

2010 Calgary International (1.3)
Queen’s Gambit Declined [D55]

1.d4 d5 2.2213 €6 3.c4 D6 4.2.85 Le7
5.2¢3 0-0 6.e3 Dbd7 7.%c2 h6 8.2h4 b6

Practice favours 8...c5 or 8...c6 here.

9.cxd5 exd5 10.2d3 £b7 11.0-0 ¢5
12.Bad1 Ec8?!

During our postmortem analysis, Dale
himself criticized Black's last move. The
move 12...a6 is more flexible, or 12...c4
immediately, if one intends to employ the
c—pawn advance scheme.

13.215 c4 14.2e5 Ba8
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Unfortunate, but necessary because of the
annoying Bishop pin.

15.f4

There are many advantageous continua—
tions in this position. White's plan here
entails kingside expansion, which is a bit
risky. Simplest is 15.b3 cxb3 16.¥xb3,
putting more pressure on Black's d5 pawn.

15...2e8 16.g4 D18 17.¥g2 2\6h7 18.212
Eb8

Here 18...a6 is not yet playable because
19.9xc4 wins a pawn.

19.8¢3
Eyeing the Rook on bS.
19...26 20.8b1

Looking forward to the possibility of
White's Bishop and Queen tandem harass—
ing the Black King via the b1-h7 diagonal.
However, more direct and enterprising is
20.g5!? hxg5 21.fxg5 Dxg5 22.h4 Hgh7
23.9xf7! (the killer move) 23...&xf7
24.%eb6+ g6 (24...xe6 25.Wh3#H)
25.8¢7+ and wins.

20...b5 21.a3 £d6 22.Edel g6 23.h4
£xe5?!

Played in haste because Dale was already
short of time. This allowed White to oper—
ate on the f—file. Prudent is 23...2a8, etc.

24.fxe5 De6 25.%c2

The point I was referring to on my 20"
move.

25...%d7 26.h5 Hef8 27.hxgb6 fxg6 28.2f4
g5 29.52g2

A slight inaccuracy. Precise is 29.%h2
Wo7 30.8efl Bbd8 31.£h4 HTh7 32.2xg5
B\xg5 33.5f6 Be6 34.Wh1 (34 £xg6? Exf6
35.8xf6 Wxf6 with ... Df3+ would turn the
tables) with a dominating position for
White.

29...Be7

Missing the best defence 29...9e4.
30.2efl Ebe8

No longer playable is 30...2e4 31.e6
Dxe6 32.Hxed dxed 33.8xb8 Dg5 34.W12
Wxg4+ 35.Wg3 and Black's compensation
for the piece is not enough.

31.2h4 £¢8 32.912
White's advantage is now decisive.

32...51e6 33.Ef6 Eg7 34.2xg6 Exg6
35.8xg6+ h7 36.¥f5 Hg7 37.Exh6+ &
xh6 38.2xg5# 1-0.

Notes by IM Raja Panjwani

o Panjwani, Raja (2401)

m Yam, Alex (2167)

2010 Calgary International (3.7)
Symmetrical English [A30]

I should take this opportunity to express
my thanks to Tony for organizing a fan—
tastic tournament. I thoroughly enjoyed
my stay in Calgary and hope to be invited
back in the future.

1.3 916 2.c4 €6 3.g3

This game was played in round 3. With a
poor start of 0.5/2, I was beginning to re—
alize that it is difficult to get back into
form, especially tactically, after a nine
month chess hiatus. Thus, my choice of
playing a quiet opening here is under—
standable.

3..b6 4.8g2 &b7 5.d4 5

This was my first time being on the White
side of the Queen's Indian. In fact, I can't
say I knew any theory after 5...c5. [ was
aware of ideas with 6.d5, usually involv—
ing a pawn sacrifice, but there my oppo—
nent would have only had to know one
variation to exceed my knowledge.

6.0-0

6.d5!? exd5 7.50h4 g6 8.9c3 £g7 9.0-0 0-
0 10.cxd5 d6 11.e4 gives rise to a Benoni—
like structure which is dynamically equal.

6...cxd4 7.)xd4?!

7.W1xd4 is more ambitious. Then after a
little dancing with the Queen, White can
establish a slight plus. 7...0c6 8.%f4 d5
9.8¢3 £d6 10.Wh4 He7 11.2¢5 Dgb
12.2x16 gxf6 13.¥h5 dxc4 14.2adl We7
15.9d2 £xg2 16.Wb5+ bfy 17.chxg2z.
White regains the sacrificed pawn, and
Black's structure has been compromised.

7..8xg2 8.2xg2 ®c7 9.b3 d6?!

9...8c5 10.£b2 &c6 poses more problems
for White, who has trouble developing the

f\bl. This was a critical moment of the
game. I played a variation (7.2xd4) which
should not promise White any advantage,
but my opponent tried to play too safely
and in doing so gave White lasting control
over the position. Perhaps if I were lower
rated, Black wouldn't have feared going
after me. Lesson: Regardless of who is on
the opposite end of the board, the posi—
tion's demands must be met! 11.2b5 ¥b8
12.5)d2 a6 13.8¢3 0-0 14.8ced Hxed
15.2xe4 Wc7 16.8xc5 bxe5 17.%d2 d6
18.8ad1 Efd8=.

10.£b2 Dbd7 11.22¢3 ¥b7+ 12.f3 Ed8?!

Black should not commit the Rook to this
square so early, when it may have a better
future on c8. More normal is 12...a6 13.e4
2e7 (13...8c8?! 14.8el &e7 15.9d5!?
{15.f4} 15...exd5 16.exd5 2d8 {16...De5
17.9f5 0-0 18.&a3! g6 19.xd6 Wc7
20.Dxc8 &xa3 21.xb6 £b2 22.9Da4
Bxal 23.Wxal+ too many pawns.}
17.8xe7 {17.8)f5!? 218 18.Wd4z)} 17...
xe7 18.0f5+ 218 19.0xd6 Wc7 20.Dxc8
Wxc8 21.Wd4 and I like White's chances)
14.8el 0-0 15.4 Bac8 16.%/{3 Hc5
17.8ad1 EfdS 18.2a3%.

13.e4 £¢7 14.8el 0-0 15.f4 De8!?

I have never seen this plan before. While I
don't think it is Black's best option, I com—
mend the creativity. With ...»e8—c7,
Black tries to get some play with either

a ...dS or ... b5 breakthrough.

16.%£3 Hc7 17.2adl Db8?

Black's moves are simply too passive. In
such a position, if Black tries to make an
impregnable setup, White will eventually
find a way to make progress. It is neces—
sary to cause White problems so that he
cannot freely place all his pieces on their
optimal squares. Better was 17...a6 where
White runs the risk of over—extending
with 18.e5 d5 19.cxd5 Hxd5 20.9xd5
exd5 21.01f5 &c5 22.9xe7+? (22.%e3




DNed 23.Be2+ White may be clearly bet—
ter, but at least Black has some activity. In
a game situation, anything can happen
here, especially considering how impaired
my tactical vision was in rounds 1&2)
22..Wxe7 23.8xd5 Exd5 24.%xd5 Ed8
25.Wf3 Wc7. Black has some compensa—
tion due to the open d—file and weakened
light squares.

18.2d2

It can be difficult for some players to con—
tain the temptation of playing a move like
18.2d5. Two reasons I didn't: 1) I calcu—
lated a variation which was hard to assess.
2) It isn't necessary, as White already has
a clear advantage. 18.0d5 exd5 19.015
e 20.exd5 &16. I saw that after 21.Exe8
£xb2F, White has nothing. Thus, 18.%d2
was a multi—purpose move. It defends the
£b2 in case my opponent gives me an—
other chance to go into this variation and it
prepares the doubling of Rooks on the d—
file.

18...2d7 19.8ed1

19.0d5? exd5 20.0f5 d4! 21.8xd4 f6
22 W4 §e8%F.

19...2fd8 20.£a3 a6

All of White's pieces are comfortably
placed. Bobby was right, tactics do tend to
flow from a superior position.

21.e5! d5

21..Wxf3+ 22.9xf3 &e8 (22...d5 23. &xe7
Bxe7 24.cxd5 exd5 25.8xd5 Dxd5
26.8xd5 xd5 27. 8xd5+—, 22...dxe5
23.8xd7 Bxd7 24.8xd7 Dxd7 25. &xe7+—
) 23.9e4 d5 24.8xe7! BxeT (24...dxed
25.8xd8 exf3+ 26.%xf3+—) 25.cxd5 exd5
26.8xd5 Bxd5 27.8Bxd5+—.

22.8xe7 Bxe7 23.f5?

The players from the tournament may re—
member the mini—disruption caused when
an Indian club—player approached my
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board and asked me (aloud in Hindi) to
translate something for him. Well, since
that was during my 23" move, I will use it
as an excuse for the inaccurate 23.f5?. 1
completely forgot Black isn't obligated to
play 23...exf5. 23.4)¢c2 Hed7 24.cxd5 exd5
(24...Dxd5 25. Dxd5 Exd5 26.8xd5 exds
{26...8xd5 27.Db4+-} 27.De3+—)
25.5)e3+.

23...2ed7! 24.f6 ¥a8?

After 24...g6, White still has to convert his
advantage, which, unfortunately, cannot
be done tactically.

25.fxg7+— D6 26.2xc6 ¥xco 27.De2!
Headed for f6 via f4 and h5.
27..%a8 28.82d4!

White has time to take a move and prevent
any ...d4 counterplay from Black.

28...15?

The time for dynamic counterplay was ten
moves ago. 28...9e8 29.0\f4 &Hxg7
30.cxd5+—.

29.9f4?!

I can't provide a good reason why I did not
take en—passant on f6. I guess the

move ...f5 was just so positionally de—
structive that I didn't care to calculate
29.exf6 e5.

29...E2xg7 30.2h5 He7 31.%14 dxcd+
32.%%h3

I was hoping for the pretty finish after
32..Ef8.

32...Bxd4

32...128f8 33.Wg5+ bf7 34.Wxe7+! bxe?
35.8d7+ e 36.DgTH.

33.Wg5+ bf8 34.Wh6+ e8 35.0f6+ &
d8 36.¥f8+ 1-0.

Notes by IM Renier Castellanos

o Mikhalevski, Victor (2614)

m Castellanos, Renier (2465)

2010 Calgary International (3.1)
King’s Indian [E69]

1.d4 &6 2.c4 g6 3.g3

Victor has been playing the fianchetto
system recently, I didn't realized that he
had already tried it against Leon Piasetski
in the first round.

3..8¢7 4.8222 0-0 5.9¢3 d6 6.3 Hbd7
7.0-0 e5 8.e4 c6!?

This was the first time I played this old
move. [ usually play systems with ...exd4,
...a6 and ...Eb8.

9.h3 a5!?

This is the classical way of playing the
line. King’s Indian heros like Efim Geller
use to play this move. 9...¥b6 is mainline.

10.2e3! a4

Before capturing on e4, Black makes
room for his Queen on a5

11.¥¢2 exd4

(diagram)

A natural move, but perhaps it is better to
play 11...%a5 immediately.

12.8xd4!?

A new move in an ancient position.
12...%a5 13.8fel He8 14.Kad1

OK, the first phase of the game is over. I
was satisfied with the opening but I wasn't
sure how to continue from here. 12.2xd4
was new to me and I missed Victor's idea
which will be seen on move 17.

14...5e5

I thought this move would be the draw—
back of £d4, now Black is attacking c4
and also h3 and any capture on e5 is ac—
ceptable for him.

15.2d2! ¥b4?
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A huge mistake. 15...2e6 had to be
played. 16.b3 axb3 17.axb3 c¢5! 18.8¢3
(18.&xe5!? dxe5 19.9)f3 Bed8!=)
18...£d7 with a complex position.

16.a3 ¥a5 17.¢5!
I completely overlooked this move
17...d5!

Best practical chance. 17...%a7 was my
first intention but then after 18.f4 &ed7
19.8 ¢4 dxc5 20.2f2 I see myself in a po—
sition that I can't win. 17...dxc5 18.£xe5
HxeS 19.8c4 Wc7 20.0xe5 Wxes5 21.2d8+
is lost for Black.

18.14

18.exd5 was still possible. 18...&f5
19.%xa4 Wxa4 20.0xa4 Hxd5! 21.8xd5
fxad 22.8xe5 Bxe5 23.8xe5 &xe5 and
Black is only a little worse. 24.£b3 2d4.
18.g4! forces Black to sacrifice a Knight
with 18...5fxg4 19.hxgd £xgd 20.Hal
dxe4 21.%cxed £15 22.8ad1 with a clear
plus.

18...2ed7 19.b4

I didn't like this move for him, although it
is still good. I thought 19.exd5 was more
unpleasant for Black, e.g., 19...Exel+
20.8xel cxd5 21.%2h2 is rather unpleasant
for Black.

19...axb3 20.2xb3 ¥d8
Only move.
21.exdS

21.e5 isn't anything special, 21...9h5
22.¢bh2 g5 and Black is attacking!

21...Bxel+ 22.8xel Hxd5! 23.8xg7

Little by little, White is letting his advan—
tage slip away. 23.82xd5! cxd5 24.9xd5
&xd4+ 25.5)xd4 Bxa3 26.De7+ w80
27.%b2 and White is better.

23...exg7 24.2de4 b6

Risky, but I didn't want to wait and see. |
should have played 24...82g8 25.4)d6
EN7£6 26.%b2 b6 with equality.

25.%h2+ g8 26.21d4 bxe5 27.Dxc6

27.90xc5 W) (27... &8 xc5 28. Dxc6 is
really risky for Black 28...20d3 29.¥d4
Wd7 30.Wxd3 Wxc6 31. Wxd5 Wxd5
32.8xd5+) 28.9e4 Hab.

27..%b6

And here my opponent spent some time
thinking. I felt intrigued and wondered if I
had missed something and immediately
realized the &)f6 idea, however, I also no—
ticed a fault of this move.

28.59f6+?! H7xf6 29.He7+ 218 30.¥xb6
&Hxb6 31.2xa8 Le6!

Here it is. White loses the Knight or the
Bishop.

32.15

32.5xg6+ hxgb 33.2¢2 as another way to
play, perhaps better.

32...gxf5 33.0)xf5 &xf5

I think leaving him with a Knight was
dangerous, especially in time trouble.

34.8f1 £e6 35.8xf6 Hxa8 36.8h6 g7
37.2hS5 c4 38.8b5 Nc7!

38...2xh3 39.a4 £d7 40.2b4 c3 41.a5 is
unclear.

39.8c¢5 Da6 40.E2c6 Db8! 41.8c7 f6
The King is heading to d4.
42.%12 &e5 43.2e3 Hd7

43...5bd5 44.a4 Hab6 45.8b7 c3 was an—
other way to try for a win.

44.2b7 D5 45.2b8 £xh3! 46.a4

46...Hxa4?!

46...c3 47.a5 &d5 48.2b4 £e6 49.2b6 2.8
50.8b8 &f5 and it is impossible to move
the a—pawn any further.

47.8b5+ f6 48.Eb4 Hc5 49.8xcd Heb
Fortunately, Black is still winning.

50.2a4 &5 51.2a7 £g6 52.Ha5 h5
53.8b5 &5 54.8b7 D8 55.12 Hg6
56.2b6+ £e6

The minor pieces change sides, where
they are more active.

57.Eb4 He5 58.8bS £f5 59.8b6+ g5
60.2b5 16

Everything is defended, very important!
61.8b6 h4 62.gxh4+ sexh4 63.2a6

63.8xf6 would have forced me to mate
with Knight and Bishop 63...2g4+ 64.613
&Hxf6.

63...0g5 64.93 £d3 65.213 £g6
66.2a5+ f5 67.2dS Hf4 68.2e5 Hh5
69.2b5 Hf6 70.8c5 &7 71.8e5 &d5+
72.52g3 Led 73.8a5 Hd5

Suddenly, I realized the White King is not
safe and that sacrificing the Rook for a
pawn is not always available for White.

74.8ad f4+ 75.12 D6 76.8a5+ £d5
77.8a3 &f5

77...52g4 immediately is better.

78.52e2 g4 79.8al Lcd+ 80.5012 Hed+
81.2gl g3 82.2b1 f3 83.8b2 Le2

83...)d2!! mates in six; 84.52xd2 £e2
85.0h1 f2 86.2d3+ (86.2d1 &134)
86...2f3+ 87.Bxf3+ Hxf3 88.¢kh2 f1X
89.¢bh3 Bh1#.

84.2b3 Hg5 85.2h1 &1 86.8Bxf3+ xf3

It’s mate in four moves after 86.¢2¢g1 and
in three moves if 86.2h2 0-1.

Notes by IM Edward Porper

o Porper, Edward (2431)

m Gardner,Rob (2144)

2010 Calgary International (6.4)
Queen’s Indian [E18]

1.d4 &6 2.c4 €6 3.2 13 b6 4.g3 &b7
5.82g2 8e7 6.2¢3 0-0 7.0-0

In our previous game, Rob played 6...2e4
and I had suspicions that he might be up to
something after the usual 7.%c2

7...0ed 8.82d2

8.Wc2 is too bookish, while I wanted Rob
to be creative and search for his own way.

8..2f6

8...80xc3 9.£2xc3 Le4 might be a worthy
alternative.

9.8Bcl

That's the beauty of White's position. He
can play his moves regardless of what his
opponent does and...




9...c52!
...wait for something like this!
10.d5

I just love the sight of the &, staring help—
lessly at the d5—4.

10...exd5 11.cxd5 Dxd2 12.xd2 d6
13.2ded

White has a considerable space advantage
and a clear plan, while Black is at a loss
how to finish his development. That said,
Rob stated that all this is still "book."

13...&e5

13...5)a6 was probably a must; Black has
to bring some pieces into the game.
14.2b5 &e7, followed by ...Ac¢7 would
give Black a chance to swap something,
thus providing some much needed space
for his struggling pieces(14... &xb2 15.8b1
Be5 164 16 17.Dexd6).

14.%d2 2a6

14...9a6; 14...£5? 15.9g5 and no filling
can save the e6 hole.

15.a4
Prevents ...b5!
15...Ee8 16.2fel g6

It's most natural for Black to try and keep
the dark—coloured £ that has no opponent,
but under the circumstances, he might
have been better advised to secure his d6
pawn by trading the proud beauty for a &
and to keep his &'s fortress intact.
16..)d7 17.f4 £xc3 18.8xc3 D6 19.012
and e2—e4—e5 is still a mighty threat, but
at least Black can breathe now and then.

17.f4 £g7 18.b4!

The specialty of the house! I told Rob
during the post—mortem of our previous
game to beware of "b2—b4." Fortunately,
he didn't heed!

18...&b7
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18...cxb4 19.9a2 (19.2b5?! &xb5
20.axb5 f5 {20...b3 21.Wb4 b2 22.8c2
Nd7 23.¥xd6 Bc8 [23.. 818 24. W7 BcS
25.Wxd8 Bexd8 26.8xb2] 24.8Bxc8 Wxc8
25.%¢6 and it's hard to see, how Black
can oppose the eventual advancemet of the
e pawn} 21.9g5 &.c3 22.8xc3 bxc3
23.Wxc3 Dd7 24.De6 Wf6 25. Wxf6 Dxf6
26.9c7 allows Black to equalize) 19...b3
20.2b4 and Black's numerous weaknesses
start to tell 20...h6 21.2c6 Wd7 22.Wb4
picking Black's position apart.

19.22b5 £18 20.bxc5 dxc5

20...bxc5 21.Wc3 £o7 22.Wb3 218
23.2bxd6+—.

21.Ecd1

The pawn is ready for a march.
21...26 22.5)a3 {5
Desperation.

23.9g5 Dd7 24.d6

And a nice touch at the end. White accepts
his opponent's kind invitation to feast,
written out by f7—f5.

24...8xg2 25.%a2+ 1-0.

Notes by IM Marc Esserman

0 Torre, Eugenio (2506)

m Mikhalevski, Victor (2614)
2010 Calgary International (7.1)
Sicilian [B50]

1.e4

A pivotal encounter between two of the
tournament leaders. GM Torre would need
a win to catch up to the eventual clear
winner, GM Mikhalevski.

1...c5

1.e4 probably came as a surprise to Victor,
as GM Torre has been seen playing d4
recently and in this tournament. Torre had
probably prepared for Mikhalevski after
e4 e5, so Victor decided to surprise Torre
with a Sicilian, an opening he rarely plays!

2.213 d6 3.¢3

An attempt to avoid sharp theoretical con—
tinuations like the one we will see in
Neven—Hansen. This line should offer
White no real advantage, but it was good
enough for Svidler to once beat Kasparov!

3..016 4.8e2

A 2000 friend of mine in Boston once
suffered a shock defeat when after a bad
day, after the game, he figured his oppo—
nent was just gambiting the e4 pawn and

grabbed it. After Wa4+, his bad day got
even worse!

4...86 5.0-0! £g7 6.82b5+ 2d7 7.8xd7+
Prxd7 8.%e2 e5

Play now takes on classical Ruy Lopez
pawn structures, with Mikhalevski back
on home turf.

9.d4 exd4 10.cxd4

10.e5 dxe5 11.Wxe5+ We7 12.Wxe7+ &
xe7 13.Bel+ would be a more dynamic

continuation, but Black should be fine
after ...cbf8.

10...0-0 11.dxcS dxc5 12.82d1

12...
An excellent post for the Queen.
13.20¢3 D6

White now has a serious problem how he
should complete his queenside develop—
ment. If e3, he hangs the e4 pawn; if
£g5, ...Bfe8 with further pressure on the
e4 pawn.

14.5g5

Torre tries for a more creative plan.
14.£g5 Bfe8 15.8el would still be the
most natural continuation, with Eadl to
follow.

14..%e7 15.£3 Dd4 16.¥12 Ead8

White has paid a serious price for the per—
manent protection of the e4 pawn. A
Black Knight has landed safely on d4,
while the f3—g5 Knight is now drifting.

17.2h3 b6 18.£g5

Finally finishing his queenside develop—
ment, but he should have still fixed his h3
Knight first, heading for d5, e.g., 18.2)f4.

18...h6 19.2d5?

A blunder, but certainly the move that
Torre had planned to play with g5. Had
he seen Mikhalevski's continuation, he
surely would have played 914 first. Can
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you find the win?
19...8xd5! 20.2xf6 Hxf3+!

A non—obvious in between move which
ends the game. Black is now a pawn up
with a better minor piece and will soon

win the weak e4 pawn.

21.%xf3 Bxd1+ 22.8xd1 £xf6 23.b3
£d4+ 24.2h1 Be8 25.8el 5 26.e5 f7
27.5f4 £xe5 28.hd £x14 29.Exe8+ ¥xe8
30.%¥xf4 Wf8 31.c2h2 g7 32.Wc7+ We7
33.We5+ ®f6 34.Wc7+ Wf7 35.We5+ ©h7
36.g3 g5 37.hxg5 hxgs 38.sbg2 g6
39.%d6+ ¥f6 40.8d7 Wb2+ 41.5bh1
Wal+ 42.92 Wxa2+ 43.2h1 Wxb3
44.%¥xa7 Bh5 0-1.

Notes by IM Lawrence Day

o Day, Lawrence (2288)

m Wang, Richard (2149)

2010 Calgary International (7.7)
Closed Sicilian [B24]

1.e4 ¢52.2¢3 €6 3.Dge2
Passive.

3...2¢6 4.g3 d5 5.d3 D16 6.8g2 Le7 7.0-
0 0-0 8.h3 d4

Well timed. h3 does not fit in the main
line KID we have transposed to with col—
ours reversed.

9.2b1 €5 10.f4 De8 11.5d2 f6 12.2013
Nd6 13.c4!?

In this blockading plan, h2—h3 is useful
preventing ...2g4 to fight for control of
d4. After 13.15, the game would have
transoposed to a normal long—line KID
with colours reversed where h3 is a
wasted tempo.

13...dxc3

The liveliest. 13...2e6 14.f5 £f7 is risky
for Black despite having some play on the
b—file.

14.bxc3

After 14.5xc3 2e6 15.4d5 c4, the posi—
tion is rather drawish.

14...8¢6

Avoiding the gambit 14...c4 15.d4 exf4
16.d5 Ha5 17.1d4 with complex play.

15.%¢2 Hc8 16.a4 b6 17.g4
Also 17.15 is balanced.
17...h6 18.2\h4 &17 19.5\15?

The first serious error. 19.fxe5! was un—
clear.

19...2x15! 20.gxf5 c4!

With the initiative Black need not fear
White's play on the g—file. Black is well
on top now.

21.dxc4 £c5+ 22.%0h1 £xcd 23.82d1 We7
24.52g3 2fd8 25.2f1 £17 26.2¢e2 £d6
27.fxe5 Wxes!?

The exciting move, but I was glad to see it
since 27...8xe5 intending to win the c—
pawn produces a much simpler winning
plan.

28.2g1 H\b4! 29.9b1 Hd5! 30.£b2 Hxc3
31.%el Wa5 32.h5 &xh5 33.2xh5 Wes
34.2g2 b4

With 34...g5 exploiting the lateral pin he
could snuff out all the g—file initiative.

35.4d1

I thought I might bamboozle him in the
complications but he figured everything

out quickly and accurately.
35...0xd1 36.8xg7+

36...%2h8!
Not 36...52f8? 37.82g8+! with perpetual.
37.8xe5 &xel 38.2xf6

This looks majorly menacing but Black
has everything under control with three
exact defensive moves.

38...2¢3! 39.e5 D2+ 40.sbg2 Hed
White could resign here of course.

41.8xd8 xg7 42.8d1 £xe5 43.8d7+ &
g8 44.£h4 Bc7 45.8d8+ 17 46.2f3 D6
47.2el Bd7 48.2a8 Hc7 49.2d2 h5
50.2h6 ske7 51.2e3 &d7 52.Ef8 6
53.2f4 ©d5 54.285 Bc3+ 55.50e2 Dh7
56.2d8+ shed 57.2d2 Exh3 58.2d7 Hf6
59.2xa7 Eh2+ 60.sbd1 2d3 61.2el1 a2
0-1.

Notes by IM Marc Esserman

0 Neven, Knut (2180)

m Hansen, Eric (2410)

2010 Calgary International (8.5)

Sicilian Najdorf [B94]

And now the game which virutally assured
Eric Hansen of his final IM norm. But it
did not come without some adventure!

1.e4 ¢5 2.913 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2 xd4 Hf6
5.¢3 a6 6.2g5




Eric chooses the Nadjorf for the 3" time in
the event, an opening which he previously
had little experience in.

6...2bd7

A sideline of the £g5 Nadjorf, popular in
the 1950s and 60s, but has since lost its
appeal. However, recently GM Navara
played an amazing game with ...22bd7 en
route to an 8.5/9 performance in the
CzechChampionship.

7.£4 ¥c7 8.91£3 h6 9.2xf6!?

But Eric did not surprise his opponent,
who moved instantly in this rare variation
and must have also known about the
Navara game! 9.2h4 g5! Navara's idea,
which has reinvorgated the old ...22bd7.
10.fxg5 hxg5 11.8xg5 ¥Wc5 Kanovsky—
Navara, 0-1 (27) 2010, played 20 days
before the Calgary International. Black
has excellent compensation for the pawn
in the form of the e5 square for his Knight,
the open h file for the Rook, in addition to
the usual Sicilian trumps.

9..2xf6 10.5

White gives up the Bishop pair and the e5
square, but what does he have in return?
Well, a massive lead in development and a
total bind of the Black forces. The Black
kingside is severely restricted by f4—f5!

10...%c5 Eric decides to solve matters
actively.

11.0-0-0 g5!?
Already a critical moment.
12.2b3

Neven aims for a calmer game, but Eric's
Queen now occupies the excellent e5
square and can solve his kingside devel—
opmental problems. 12.fxg6!? White can
try for this critical response 12...2g4
13.gxf7+ &xf7 14.Wd3 £xd1 15.0xd1
with excellent compensation for the ex—
change + a pawn. And in fact, only a week
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later, GM Kovalyov found himself on the
Black side of this position in India and
was unable to hold the position. News
does travel fast in modern chess! In the
heydey of 6... ©bd7, a novelty like
Navara's would at least be good for a year,
if not for a few! But now not even a week!

12...%e5 13.8c4 207 14.g47!

An unecessary weakening of the kingside.
As the Black pawn is already on g5, White
will not have time for the g5 advance
himself. White should have aimed for a
less commital plan.

14...h5 15.gxh5 Exh5 16.h4 gxh4

16...2xh4!? 17.8xh4 gxh4 18.8gl &8
19.%92 certainly did not appeal to Eric,
but is still playable and complex after
Wg3!1? or ©Hh5!?; 16...g4! Probably the
simplest, with ...&d7 to follow, with
strong play on the c—file and a planless
situation for White.

17.%g2

The adventures on the g—file begin. What
fun would it be to make your last IM norm
without a little stress?

17..%g3 18.%e2 Bg5

After this exotic Rook lift, Eric begins to
consolidate his material gains, but with
such coordiation of the pieces, he must
remain on high alert.

19.8d3 ¥f4+ 20.2b1 £d7 21.8d5 EbS

The King will now have to call the centre
his permanent residence.

22.8f1

22.0d2 Bg3'F But this was still White's
best try, bringing the b3 Knight over to the
kingside.

22...%o4 23.We3 Hxd5?!

This exchange is ill advised, Black should
instead play it "safe" with b5. If then
23...b5 24.Wa7 Bd8 25.Wxa6 b4! 26.2b5

We2!, the White pieces are sloppily placed
with the h—pawn ready to go.

24.9xd5 £c6 25.f6 £xf6 26.2xf6+ exf6
27.8xf6?

A large error, allowing the Queens to
come off and allow a calm winning ending
for Black. Better is 27.¥d4! keeping the
Queens on, aiming at the exposed Black
King. A very hard fight remains and the
pressure is on Black. One possible con—
tinuation among many is 27...We6 28.8df3
We51? 29.8xf6 Wxd4 30.0xd4 &xed
31.8xf7 Bgl! 32.8f8+ che7 33.287+=.

27..Wa1+ 28.2cl1 Wxe3 29.Hxe3 EhS

Black has survived and the rest is a cele—
bration for the new IM.

30.812 ke7 31.2e2 Eg8 32.¢kcl Hgd
33.00f4 He5 34.52d2 Bxed 35.8xed+ Lxed
36.s2e3 f5 37.Eh2 f6 38.a4 Bg3+ 39.%
2 shg5 40.20h3+ &h5 41.012 &xc2 0-1.

Notes by IM Leon Piasetski

o Piasetski, Leon 2301

m Day, Lawrence 2288

2010 Calgary International (8.6)

Open Catalan [E05]

I think I've played Lawrence more often
than any other chess opponent. We always
have exciting games although inevitably
we make mistakes and miss chances and
this game was no exception. I walked into
mainline Catalan theory in the open varia—
tion without adequate preparation and got
a dubious position. Lawrence returned the
favour by exchanging his dangerous
Bishop on b4 too early. Then [ missed
21.Wb7, 23.5e5 and 26.We7 before finally
finding the winning idea with 31.8c6.

1.D13 D16 2.c4 6 3.g3 d5 4.8g2 2e7 5.0-
0 0-0 6.d4 dxc4

The open variation is similar to the
Queen's Gambit Accepted, except here it's
often harder for White to recover the c4
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pawn.
7.%¢2 a6 8.a4 £d7 9.2bd2

This move was inspired over the board but
9.Wc4 is best.

9...£2¢6 10.a5?!

This was the intended follow—up but cre—
ates a tempting target for Black's pieces. |
found out later that Kaidanov tried the
move twice against Sher and Wells in the
Hastings Masters (1990). Sher tried
10...2bd7 but after 11.Dc4 Led 12.¥d1
¢5 13.dxc5 &xc5 14.£d2, White had a
small edge and won. I assumed that
10...b5 would weaken the Black squares
on b6 and d6, but Wells showed that
Black was fine after 11.axb6 cxb6 12.5)c4
2e4 13.Wd1 &Hc6! 14.8¢5 Db4.

10...%d5

This aggressive Queen move provokes my
response which attempts to drive it away
and control the centre, but I should have
played 11.5c4.

11.Eel?! £b4! 12.e4 ¥b5 13.2f1 ¥h5
13..8d8!?
14.h3

Now Black misses a chance to get an ad—
vantage with 14...2b5. The idea is to pro—
tect the ¢4 pawn and develop the & to c6
which threatens the d4 and a5 pawns.
White can win a piece with 15.g4 Hg4
16.hxgd Wxgd+ 17.822 &c6, but finds it
hard to untangle his pieces and develop on
the queenside. 14.8e2!?

14...2xd2?! 15.9xd2 2d8 16.%¥xc4 £b5
17.%xc7 Hc6

Now all of Black's pieces are in the game
while White's queenside pieces are
blocked out by the £d2. However, my
Queen is causing some problems and with
18.g4, I secure the kingside, trade off
Bishops, bring the Knight out and defend
the d4 pawn.

18.g4 ¥g6

18...0xg4!? 19.hxg4 Wxgd+ 20.Wg3
Wxg3+ 21.fxg3 Dxd4=.

19.2xb5 axb5 20.213

At this point we each had about 30 min—
utes for 20 moves and now the serious
blunders creep in.

20...90e8?

20...2ac8=; 20...5xe4? 21.Wxb7+—.
21.%p6?

Playing it safe. I wanted to avoid grabbing
a hot pawn and letting Black's pieces into
my kingside. [ missed that a3 would de—
fend against all threats. 21.¥xb7! Bdc8
22.Wxb5 Wif6 23 . Ha3+—.

21...e5?!

21...h5 22.g5 e5%.

22.8e3%

Finally the Rooks are connected!
22...h5?!

22..Wxed 23.5)xes5 Hxes 24.dxes Wxes
25.b4+.

23.d5?!

23.9xe5! We6 (23...Dxe5 24.dxe5 Wixed
25.82g5 Somehow I missed this discovery
on the queen !) 24.89xc6 bxc6 25.3+—.

23...hxg4 24.9g5 Ha6 25.%xb7
Now we had less than 10 minutes.
25...2b4? 26.%xb5?

26.We7+—,

26...40¢2 27.h4t Eda8

Lawrence felt that 27...2f6 would have
given him better chances to attack my

King. However, 28.a6 ©al 29.a7 &c2

30.%b8 would be too fast.

28.b4 ¥h5?

This is too tempting. Lawrence sees the
vulnerable g5 and wants to undermine

it's defenders. 28...8xal 29.8xal 6 30.h5
Wxh5 31.5e6 g3 32.fxg3 Wf3 33.812
Wixed 34.WbH 7.

29.2acl Hxe3 30.2xe3 ¥xh4

I had about 3 minutes on my clock and
figured my position was lost but suddenly
noticed a tactic that seemed to work.

31.Bc6! E6a7 32.Bec3+—

Reversal of fortune — at first it’s hard to
believe but Black is lost. Once the Rook
gets to Black's back rank, there is no de—
fense since the d—pawn provides an addi—
tional attack on the unfortunate horse.

32...Wxg5
32...¢3 33.8xg3 f6 34.0e6 Wxed 35.Wc5+

33.8c8 Exc8
33..We7 34.d6 We6 35.d7+—.
34.2xc8 g3

A last attempt to get a perpetual, but
White can always trade Queens to win the
Rook endgame.

35.%xe8+ &h7 36.¥Wh8+ sbg6 37.¥h3
oxf2+ 38.xf2 Wd2+ 39.2g1 Wd4+ 40.
h2 £6 41.9f5+ &7 42.%h5+ 1-0.

It's unfortunate that Lawrence was off—
form with the flu in Calgary. However, we
always seem to have these kind of crazy
games and [ learn more from playing
Lawrence than from most other oppo—

nents!




Over/Under 1800

A total of 30 players participated in this
year's Over/Under 1800. The sections were
nicely divided into 15 players in each sec-
tion.

In the end all it took was 3.5/5 to take first
in the over 1800 section, which was one of
the most draw-prawn events that I ever
remember seeing at the ECC. Alex Yam
and Eric Hansen shared first with 3.5/5
each after Eric beat Richard

Wang and Alex survived Roy Yearwood's
onslaught to take a share of first. Peter
Kalisvaart was first among players rated
under 2200 after a very solid performance
of 4 draws and one win. To his credit, all
of Peter's games were

hard fought. Mike "Ziggy" Zeggelaar
dropped below 2000 FIDE just in time to
collect the best under 2000 prize with
2.5/5.

In the Under 1800 section, George Sponga
drew his last round game against Marc

Y

Jamil Kassam and George Sponga

Bellemare and won first place with 4.5/5.
Second place went to the ever improving
youngster Jamil Kassam with 4/5.

The best among the under 1500/unrated
crowd went to new ECC member Jim
Thomson who scored 3/5.

o0 Yam, Alex (2222)

m Hansen, Eric (2518)

2010 Over 1800 (3.1), 01.05.2010

French Defence [CO0]

1.e4 ¢52.213 €6 3.d3 D6 4.g3 d5
5.2bd2 D16 6.£g2 £e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.Eel
b5 9.e5 2d7 10.h4 a5 11.2f1 ¥c7 12.214
b4 13.5e3 Hd4 14.2g5 b6 15.¢3 Dc6
16.%h5 £xg5 17.hxgs £a6 18.c4 De7
19.g4 &h8? 20.2h2?!

20.f6!1 h6 21.gxh6 g6 22.Wg5 Wds
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23.9e4 D5 24.9xc5 Wxg5 25.8xg5+—.
20...£b7? 21.8h1
21.4f6!

21...g6 22.%h3 h5 23.gxh6 dxc4 24.%h4
Df5?!

24..bd5 25.dxc4+—.
25.%f6+ &h7

26.Wg7+!! Dxg7 27.0f6+

Eric resigned here but here are a couple of
fruitless but very beautiful finishes that
this game could have had: 27...&2h8
28.hxg7+ bxg7 29.2h6+!! xh6 (29... &
h8 30.sbgl &xg2 31.8g7+ Sxg7
32.8h7#) 30.2g1+ bg5 31.f4+ &f5
32.2h3# 1-0.

Edmonton International
Qualifier

A total of 20 players took part in the quali-
fier. On the line was a free entry into the
5™ Edmonton International as well as cash
prizes.

11 year old Richard Wang came out on top
by scoring 4.5/5, giving up just half a point
to FM Vlad Pechenkin. Vlad took clear 2™
with 4/5. Roy Yearwood and Alex Yam
split 3"-4™ at 3.5/5.

Richard will be playing in the upcoming
Edmonton International, his 2™ interna-
tional event in the last couple months.
Richard performed very well at the Cal-
gary International and it seems there is no
stopping him.

1st Apostolic Church
9932 91 Avenue

(Basement, enter at back closest to 100 St.)
Tuesdays 6pm-10pm
(Sept-June)

Coming Events
April 24-25: Club Championship

Junior Events
May 15: May Junior Open
Contact us
Tim Pradzinski 780-518-2281
Email database@telusplanet.net
www.gpchessclub.com

CALGARY

Chess Association

Visit us online at
http://homepages.ucalgary.ca/
~chess/index.html

e
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2070 Road Warrior

The prizes have been increased this year. The total prize fund is now $1,000! More
prizes will be given out. The prize structure is as follows:

1 $400 2"* $200 3" $100 4™ $100 5™ $100 6™ $100
Here are the remaining Road Warrior events for 2010:

# Date Event City

12 |September 18-19 Medicine Hat Open Medicine Hat

13 |October 9-11 Alberta Open Calgary

14 |October 22-24 Edmonton Fall Sectional Edmonton

15 [November 20-21 Southern Alberta Open Calgary

16 |December 18-19 WBX Team Tournament Edmonton
Eleven events have finished and Chris White of La Crete remains in first place.

1 |Chris White La Crete 39.0

2 |Phil Holmstrom Edmonton 25.5

3 |Aaron Sequillion Edmonton 24.5

4 |Roy Yearwood Calgary 23.5

5 |David Miller Grande Prairie 22.0

6 |Ali Razzaq Edmonton 20.5

7 |Alex Yam Calgary 19.0

8 |[Mike Zeggelaar Edmonton 18.5

190 EEKDF;?‘?ELSW Eggzgon 122 With 6 prizes on the line, there

11 |FM Dale Haessel Calgary 18.0 |18 plf:nty of rgorn to move up

12 |Viad Rekhson Edmonton 17 5 | the list. Play in the rest of the

13 |Nayef Daher Edmonton 14.5 | tournaments and you could

14 |Mike Scholz Calgary 13.5 | win!

15 [Brad Willis Edmonton 13.5

2010 Edmonton Chess Club Sponsored by the e

. Alberta Chess Association |
Fall Sectional -

October 22-24, 2010

Edmonton Chess Club

#204 10840 124 st.

Six Player Round Robins

CFC & FIDE Rated where possible

CFC membership required, can be purchased onsite
No byes allowed Road Warrior
Tournament Director: FA Vlad Rekhson

Time Control: 40 moves in 90 minutes, then game in 30 minutes, 30 second increment
from move 1.

Entry Fee: $25 before Monday, October 11. $30 until October 18th.

Full refund is available if requested by October 11.

Process of payment: In Edmonton you can pay Vlad Rekhson or Terry Seehagen either
by cash or by cheque made to the; Edmonton Chess Club.

Outside of Edmonton: In Calgary you can pay cash to Tony Ficzere, or send a cheque
to the Edmonton Chess Club at the address above.

Registration: No on site registration. You must pay to register. Official registra-
tion closes on Monday, October 18. After that entries will only be allowed to make all
sections consisting of six players, or to have replacements.

Pairings will come out on the evening of Thursday, October 21%.

Schedule:

Round 1: Friday, October 22 7 pm, Round 2: Saturday, October 23 11 am

Round 3: Saturday, October 23 4 pm, Round 4: Sunday, October 24 11 am

Round 5: Sunday, October 24 4 pm or ASAP after round 4.

Prizes: 100% of entries minus ACA fees. $100 per section guaranteed, more in the top
section.

Sections formatting: Sections will be made using the higher of CFC or FIDE rat-

ing. Players will be slotted in sections according to their rating. Unrated players will
count as 1500 for section purposes, unless the organizer decides otherwise.
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TOP 40 CFC RATED ALBERTANS

As of September 8, 2010
Hansen, Eric
Porper, Edward
Pechenkin, Vladimir
Gardner, Robert J.
Li, Zhichao
Wang, Richard
Reeve, Jeff
Kaminski, Victor
Haessel, Dale
Haynes, Nicolas
Robichaud, Martin
Kazmaier, Daniel
Ristovic, Nenad
Neven, Knut
Yam, Alex
Kaminski, Thomas
Hughey, Micah
Kalisvaart, Peter
Booker, Brad
Gold, Itohan
Wen, Jean-Francois
Zhang, David
Gluckie, Jamin
Willis, Bradley J.
Rekhson, Vladislav
Perron, Sean
Yearwood, Roy
Monaghan, Jim
Campbell, Gordon
Gorelik, Lev
Karmali, Hafiz
Purewal, Sardul
Tam, Erik
Sequillion, Aaron
Daniluk, Jim
Stark, Mark
Pivovarov, Juraj
Tot, Nandor
Razzaq, Ali
Miller, Brian

2549
2523
2405
2333
2324
2324
2322
2315
2285
2271
2267
2264
2252
2244
2240
2229
2216
2200
2192
2187
2172
2158
2134
2132
2120
2090
2088
2080
2077
2076
2074
2072
2050
2044
2028
2019
2017
2000
1981
1977

TOP 10 FIDE RATED ALBERTANS

As of September 8, 2010
Porper, Edward
Hansen, Eric
Pechenkin, Vladimir
Kaminski, Victor
Reeve, Jeff
Wang, Richard
Ristovic, Nenad
Haessel, Dale
Li, Zhichao
Valencia, Belzar

2442
2412
2314
2247
2230
2217
2216
2208
2193
2170




The Calgary
Chess Club

274 3359 27th St. NE
Tuesdays, Thursdays
Fridays from 7 p.m.

Lessons available
www.calgarychess.com

W

Edmonton Chess Club
#204,10840-124 St.
Mondays & l
Thursday
Saturdays
1-5 p.m.
Phone 780.424.0283
Website

7-11 p.m.
www.edmontonchessclub.org
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12015 - 76 Street, Edmonton
Phone (780) 474-2318
Fax (780) 479-8363
Email
rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca

& LARGE SELECTION OF WOOD
K SETS & BOARDS!

Your one stop Chess
store!
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WHERE TO PLAY CHESS IN ALBERTA!

Airdrie Chess Club

Airdrie Public Library, 111 304 Main St.
Thursday evenings, contact Denis Young,
panaspor@hotmail.com

Calgary Chess Club

#274, 3359-27th St. NE (Parma Tech
Centre, North Building)

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday nights from
6:30-11 p.m.

Phone 403.264.9498

Website: www.calgarychess.com

Medicine Hat Chess Club

Southridge Village, 550 Spruce Way SE
Mid September to mid June, Wednesdays,
7-10:30 p.m.

Contact: Bill Taylor, 403.526.5484

Email taylormw@shaw.ca

Calgary Junior Chess Club

#274, 3359-27th St. NE (Parma Tech
Centre, North Building)

Contact: Simon Ong

Email: simong89@yahoo.ca
Website: www.geocities.com/
calgarychess4juniors/home.html

Medicine Hat Junior Chess Club

1015 3rd St. N.W.

End of October to early March, Saturdays
1:30-4 p.m.

Contact: Bill Taylor, 403.526.5484
Email taylormw@shaw.ca

Okotoks Chess Club
Contact: Richard Bradley
Email: richard.bradley@shaw.ca

University of Calgary Chess Club
Contact: Adie
Email: chess@ucalgary.ca

Sherwood Park

Second Cup on Baseline Road
Wednesdays, 4 p.m. to closing time
Contact: Les Jones, 780.467.7393

Edmonton Chess Club

#204, 10840-124 St.

Mondays & Thursdays, 7-11 p.m. Satur-
days, 1-5 p.m.

Phone 780. 424.0283

Website: edmontonchessclub.org/

Wainwright Chess Club
Showtime Video, #701 10 Main St.
Thursdays 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Contact: Allen Tinio, 780.842.4123
Email: amtinio@telus.net.

Edmonton Castle Downs

Castledowns Public Library program room,
106 Lakeside Landing, 15379 Castle
Downs Road

Tuesdays 1-4:30 p.m. Casual chess - no
clocks, no ratings; open to all ages, up to
16 players involved.

EDMONTON CASUAL CHESS

For general information or if you are inter-
ested in setting up a new casual site in
Northern Alberta.

Contact: Bruce Thomas 780.474.2318
Email: rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca

University of Alberta

Student Union Building @ Avenue Pizza
Restaurant/Lounge

September through April (excluding Dec),
Thursdays from 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Contact: Stephen Stone

Email: StephenRStone@gmail.com
Website: uachess.wetpaint.com

Edmonton-Blackspot Café
15120 Stony Plain Road
Sundays, 2-10 p.m. Sets are available.

Edmonton-ChessMart

12015-76 St

Open weekdays 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and
some evenings and weekends. Casual
games can be arranged and evaluation of
players of all ages.

Grande Prairie Chess Club

1st Apostolic Church, 9932 91 Ave
Tuesdays from 6-10 p.m.

Contact: Tim Pradzinski 780.518.2281
Email database@telusplanet.net
Website: www.gpchessclub.com

Edmonton-Millwoods

Seniors Drop-in Centre inside Millwoods
Town Centre Mall

Thursdays, starting 1 p.m.

For changes, corrections, or additions to
this listing email tficzere @telus.net

Hanna Chess Club
United Church on Centre St.
Contact Jon, 403.854.3412

Hinton
Queen’s Bakery and Café, 124 Market St.
Contact: Peter Bundscherer, 780.865.5050

Lethbridge
Contact: Kent Karapita
Email: kentkarapita@hotmail.com

University of Lethbridge

Contact: Thomas Fox

Email: thomas.fox@uleth.ca

Website: people.uleth.ca/~chess.club/

Lloydminster
Contact: Terry Chaisson H. 780.875.8186
Or cell: 780.871.3995

The Alberta Chess Association is
pleased to help out our existing chess
clubs with any support they may re-
quire. We also encourage the forma-
tion of new clubs through our Chess
Club seeding program. If you would
like to start a chess
club in your town,
please contact the
ACA to see if you
qualify for the
program. Email

. . % l I Q/
for more information. D

tficzere@telus.net
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2010 Alberta Open Che

October 9-11
Calgary Chess Club, #274 3359 27"

Tournament Director: Tony Ficzere tficzere@telus.net

CFC & FIDE rated. CFC membership is required, can be purchased at s
paid prior to round 1.

Minimum Guaranteed Prize Fund $1,000
Prizes increased with entries

Door Prizes may also be available

Format: 6 round swiss.

Time Control: Game in 110 + 30 seconds from move 1.

Round Times: Saturday & Sunday 10 am & 4 pm, Monday 9 am & 3 pm

Byes: A minimum of 3 half point byes available in the first 4 rounds. All £
start of round 1.

Entry Fee: Free entry to GMs & IMs. All others pay $35 if received by Oc
vanced entries can pay at either the Calgary Chess Club or the Edmontc
able to the Calgary Chess Club. Mail entries to:
Calgary Chess Club

#274 3359 27" Street NE

Calgary, Alberta, T1Y 5E4

Mail entries should include your full name, address, email address and f
Cash only after October 1%

Advanced entries will be posted on our website
www.albertachess.org/2010A0.html

Space is limited to 48 players on a first come, first se
Onsite registration (if space is still available) on Saturday, October 9" frc

The ACA AGM will take place on Sunday, October 10™ at 2:30
Calgary Chess Club.

The winner qualifies to the 2011 Alberta Closed (if an Alberta
The top 3 boards will be broadcast live for each round using DGT board
All equipment is supplied. Snacks and beverages available for purchase
Accommodations: We are currently working on special rates at a local h

This is a (Road Warrior event Sponsorec

Alberta Open




